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OIT Comments on. . . 





Hong Kong; Not Hong Kong, China 


The Office of International Trade 
calls attention to the fact that ex- 
porters have been inadvertently naming 
“Hong Kong, China,” as the country of 
ultimate destination on their applica- 
tions for export licenses. 


Following Chinese Communist ag- 
gression in Korea, the Wnited States 
placed a virtual embargo on exporta- 
tions to Communist China. Hong Kong, 
however, is not a part of China, but a 
crown colony of the British empire, and 
as such may receive exports from the 
United States. 


OIT has been forced to return, with- 
out action, applications bearing this 
notation because of the possible con- 
sequences of an incorrect interpreta- 
tion. This practice in some cases has 


caused costly and time-consuming de- 
lays for exporters in receiving export 
licenses for Hong Kong. All exporters 
are urged to show “Hong Kong, British 
Crown Colony,” or merely “Hong 
Kong,” as the country of ultimate desti- 
nation on applications for export to 
Hong Kong. 


Photostating of Export Licenses 


For various reasons many VU, S. banks 
require photostated copies of licenses. 
Also, such copies often are required by 
a foreign country before an import per- 
mit will be issued in lieu of the tempo- 
rary permit issued at the time the 
foreign importer places his order with 
the U. S. exporter. 

OIT wishes to inform exporters that, 
at the present time, there is no prohi- 
bition against the photostating of ex- 
port licenses. 


From time to time collectors of cus- 
toms may be requested to certify that 
a photostat of an expert license is a 
true copy thereof. OIT has informed 
collectors that there is no objection to 


such certification, but to safeguard 
against the illegal use of photostats, 
collectors have been instructed to in- 
clude the following parenthetical phrase 
in their certification: ‘““Not to be utilized 
in the clearancé of export shipments.” 








The 40th Annual Report of the 
Secretary of Commerce, submitted 
to Congress for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1952, has just been released. 

The Department’s efforts in the 
development of foreign trade, which 
center mainly in the Office of Inter- 
national Trade, are highlighted in 
the section covering OIT. Economic 
defense activities, particularly as 
they affect foreign trade, and export 
control operations are also discused 
in that section. 

The report describes the adminis- 
trative history and business services 
of all of the Department’s operating 
bureaus and agencies during the year, 
and makes special mention of the 
work of the Business Advisory Coun- 
cil, a group of confidential advisers 


Annual Report of the Secretary of Commerce 


For Fiscal Year 1952 Now Available 


drawn mainly from the business com- 
munity. 

It outlines also the work of the 
emergency staff unit, The Organ- 


ization for Steel Industry Opera- 
tions, which was set up in the De- 
partment to discharge the responsi- 
bilities of the Secretary, as author- 
ized and directed by the President, 
in maintaining a continuing and un- 
interrupted supply of steel in the 
interest of national defense. 

This 78-page report may be pur- 
chased from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Commerce Department’s 
Field Offices. The price is 25 cents 
a copy. 
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THE HOPS MARKETING BOARD of 
the United Kingdom officially estimates 
the 1952 crop of hops at 281,547 hun- 
dredweight as compared with 321,824 
hundredweight in f951. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Malayan Economy 
Shows Few Changes 


Economic activity in Malaya in No- 
vember followed the same general pat- 
tern as in the third quarter. The slight 
upward trend in production and exports 


- of rubber was continued. 


The United States again became the 
leading importer of rubber from Malaya, 
after having dropped below the United 
Kingdom in the third quarter. 


Rubber prices improved during the 
month, RSS No. 1 reaching M$0.90 per 
pound on November 25. (1 Malayan dol- 
lar = about US$0.33.) This was the high- 
est quotation since August 1 and oc- 
curred despite indications that RSS No. 
1 had earlier reached its competitive 
level at Around M$0.75. This increase ap- 
peared to have been the result of 
strengthened demand on the part of 
United States and European buyers, but 
in rubber market circles it is felt that 
the price rise was not caused by sound 
economic factors, and that the increase 
is temporary. 


Tin Prices Stable 


Tin prices during the month were 
very stable, moving only within the nar- 
row range of US$1.18 to 1.18% per 
pound. Demand was steady and private 
U. S. buyers appeared to have increased 
activity in the Malayan tin market. 


Production of tin was expected to be 
maintained on the same level as in past 
months, totaling about 4,800 long tons. 
Although existing ore bodies are being 
depleted and efforts to locate new de- 
posits have been arrested because of 
the emergency situation, a gradually im- 
proving labor situation coupled with in- 
creasing mechanization of mines has pre- 
vented production declines. 

Iron ore and bauxite production con- 
tinue to be factors of importance to 
the Malayan economy, with iron ore out- 
put expected to total over 1 million long 
tons in 1952. 

A large bauxite producing company, 
operating on the southeast coast of 


Johore, claims to have completéd plans~ 


to extend its operation beginning in the 
early part of 1953, to include an area 
adjoining that now being worked by the 
company. The new field which is esti- 
mated to contain some 2.5 million long 
tons of high-grade ore, reportedly will 
allow an average monthly output of 30,- 
000 tons, 


Decline in Petroleum Prices 


There was a slight rise in the cost of 
living during October, reportedly caused 
by increased prices for food. 

Living costs for November, however, 
had at least one offsetting factor, as 
prices of certain petroleum products, in- 
cluding items entering into the index, 


December 29, 1952 





Shortage of Foreign Exchange in 
Brazil ls Dominating Business 


Brazil’s serious shortage of foreign exchange continued to be the 
dominating influence in business conditions in the country during No- 
vember, despite the promise of early relief through measures to be 
adopted under legislation pending in Congress. 

The lag in export trade, principally resulting from the overpricing of 


nearly all of, Brazil’s minor export prod- 
ucts in relation to world market prices, 
continued to be a cause for concern. 


Consequently, despite the reduction in 
imports into the country, the .negative 
trade balance was reduced only about 
20 million cruzeiros in September, the 
latest month for which data are avail- 
able; the total adverse balance for the 
first 9 months of thé year was 11,275 
million cruzeiros. (1 cruzeiro=US 
$0.054. ) 

The dollar commercial backlog con- 
tinued to increase, although at a slower 
rate, and indications were that the 
peak might have been reached. The 
situation was aggravated by the neces- 
sity of releasing considerable dollar ex- 
change for letters of credit covering 





declined, owing to a reduction in distri- 
bution and freight costs. A Singapore 
oil company stated that the retail price 
of automobile gasoline has been reduced 
by 3 Malayan cents per imperial gal- 
lon; the effective price in November 
was approximately US$0.50 per gallon. 

High speed and industrial Diesel oils 
have also been reduced by 2 and 3 Ma- 
layan cents, respectively. Corresponding 
prices are now approximately US$0.20 
and US$18 per imperial gallon, 

A new plant for the production of 
chemically treated wood was opened in 
November at Kuala Lumpur, and is re- 
ported to have a capacity of 500 tons. 
The product, it is claimed, will with- 
stand the attacks of termites, beetles, 
and fungus. For the first 6 months of 
its operations the plant will fill Govern- 
ment orders only. 








CONTENTS 
Controls on International Trade 6 
Doing Business Abroad.............. 8 
Economic Conditions Abroad.... 3 
Fairs and Exhibitions ............... 17 
News by Commodities.............. 13 


Transport and Communications 18 
U. S. Government Actions........ 20 
World Trade Leads................00: 10 











essential allocated materials, such as 
steel and tin. The waiting period for 
the release of dollar exchange covering 
importations, as of late November, was 
nearly 9 months. ; 


Free Exchange Bill Pending 


The bill to create a “free” exchange 
market for certain types of foreign 
exchange transactions, after being dis- 
cussed in the Chamber of Deputies, was 
returned to the Economic Committee 
with numerous amendments, most of 
which were rejected by the committee, 
Reports indicated that although a com- 
promise had been reached on some con- 
troversial points, there was some doubt 
that final approval of the measure 
could be obtained before adjournment 
of Congress on December 15. The Con- 
gress is scheduled to reconvene, how- 
ever, on January 15. 


Retail trade was generally good in 
central and southern Brazil. Collections 
were reported satisfactory in the Sao 
Paulo district but slow in the Porto 
Alegre district for the sale of luxury 
apparel and household articles. 


Business conditions in northeast 
Brazil are reported to have improved 
somewhat in October as the crops began 
to move to market, and the situation 
in the Amazon Valley was considered 
to be fairly good. 

A major factor in bringing about the 
improvement of conditions in the north 
and northeast was the operation of the 
Government financing and price support 
programs for a number of commodities 
normally exported. 


Loans and Credits Approved 

Two loan projects recommended by 
the Joint Brazil-United States Economic 
Development Commission were approved 
by the Export-Import Bank in October. 
A credit of $18 million was extended 
to the National Bank for Economic 
Development for the importation of 
agricultural equipment to be resold to 
farmers through established commercial 
channels. 

A credit of $1,860,000 was extended to 
the Cia. Metalurgica Barbara for the 
importation of equipment enabling the 
company to increase its production of 
cast-iron pipe from: 15,000 to 25,000 
metric tons per year. 

Loans approved by the International 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Uruguay's Wool Exports Sluggish; 
Budgetary Deficits Pose Problem 


Uruguay’s major export products continued to move at a sub- 
normal pace during November. The outlook for agricultural crops ap- 
peared good, but the country’s budgetary problems caused concern 


in official circles. 


Wool exports moved sporadically, Europe and Japan taking the 


major quantities. United States buyers 
showed some interest in finer grade 
wools during the last week of Novem- 
ber. 


It was estimated that only about 15,- 
000 metric tons remained unsold from 
the 1951-52 wool season, and the new 
clip which had begun on October 1 was 
nearing completion. Yields from the cur- 
rent clip were estimated between 85,- 
000 and 90,000 metric tons. 


Meat Exports Improve Slightly 


Prospects for meat exports, insofar as 
they concerned stocks on hand, ap- 
peared better in November. A total of 
4,800 tons of chilled and frozen beef 
was authorized for export to the United 
Kingdom as another advance on the 
anticipated meat contract. 


Brazil was reported to be willing to 
accept the remaining 20,000 tons of beef 
called for under the terms of the trade 
agreement signed with Uruguay in 
April 1952, and to be interested in ta- 
king an additional 18,000 tons of meat 
during the 10-month period beginning 
March 1, 1953. A total of 9,000 tons 
has been shipped to Brazil during the 
current year. 

The longer trend prospects for Uru- 
guay’s meat industry, however, are not 
encouraging. The Government is con- 
siderably indebted to the private pack- 
ing plants as well as to the state-owned 
plant. 

The former have recently published 
in the local press an open letter to 
the Government stating their inability 
to continue operations unless the money 
owed them by the Government is paid 
up and unless action is taken to give 
them some relief from their present dif- 
ficulties. 


The two American-owned packing 
plants have not been in operation since 
September 17 and have dismissed all 
employees except those paid on a 
monthly basis. Dismissal of the latter 
presumably has not been carried out 
because of the heavy severance pay- 
ments involved in such dismissals. 


However, unless operations are re- 
sumed soon, a substantial number of 
employees will have to be dismissed, 
thereby increasing the financial burden 
of the packing house workers’ unem- 
ployment fund which reportedly is near 
exhaustion as a result of the 3-month 
lay-off in the above plants. 

The Minister of Finance presented in 
November a synthesis of the position 


4 





of Uruguayan Governmept finances be- 
fore the Budget Commission of the Sen- 
ate. Taking into consideration § the 
budgetary and administrative deficits 
for 1951 and 1952 and the anticipated 
deficit for 1953, the Minister estimated 
that Government deficits by the end 
of 1953 would amount to 245,600,000 
pesos (2.68 pesos=US$1 at the current 
free market rate.) 

The Minister also referred to bond 
issues already authorized but not yet 
placed which amount to a total of 282,- 
600,000 pesos. The funds therefrom will 
provide for increased capitalization of 
the Government-owned meat-packing 
plant and the state oil refinery, for low- 
cost housing, and for other extraordi- 
nary expenses. 

Finally, the Minister referred to sev- 
eral projects under study or which have 
already been approved by the Executive 
Council for submission to the Legisla- 
ture. These include a hydroelectric proj- 
ect and an agricultural development 
program which will require external 
loans or internal bond issues in the 
amount of 425,000,000 pesos. The total 
of the foregoing is 953,200,000 pesos and 
would about double the current public 
debt which amounted to 931,000,000 
pesos on September 30, 1952. 

Agricultural Outlook Favorable 


Wheat harvesting started in some 
areas in November, and preliminary re- 
ports predicted a bumper crop. The 
flaxseed crop also was expected to be 
above average, although the success of 
the late plantings of this crop, as well 
as of sunflower and corn plantings, will 
depend upon adequate rainfall. 

The agricultural development plan 
appears to be based, to a considerable 
extent, on the joint agricultural report 
prepared in 1950 by the International 
Bank and the F.A.O., and embraces 
three principal points: Raising of capital 
for development of the cattle industry 
and the adoption of modern techniques 
in forage and animal husbandry; techni- 
cal assistance to rural producers; and 
eradication of ticks and control of 
brucellosis and hoof-and-mouth disease. 

Preliminary estimates are that the 
successful operation of the plan would 
result in increased production of $50,- 
000,000 annually. It is anticipated that 
the higher yields would enable Uruguay 
to repay the loan in 20 years, by the 
end of which time the country’s agri- 
cultural economy would be completely 
modernized. 


Oversea Demand for 
British Coal Lags 


British coal exports in 1952 probably 
will fall short of the revised target by 
some 3,600,000 tons, the Minister of Fuel 
and Power has indicated. 


‘Although 9,800,000 tons of coal were 
exported during the first 10 months com- 
pared with 6,300,000 tons in the like 
period of 1951, the 1952 target is double 
the 1951 figure of 7,800,000 tons. The 
Minister estimated that coal exports in 
November and December would amount 
to 2,200,000 tons, bringing the year’s 
total up to 12,000,000 tons. 

Export Orders Slow 


Foreign orders for British coal have 
proved disappointing this year. Accord- 
ing to Britain’s National Coal Board, 
exports have been lagging because the 
Government hesitated too long before 
granting permission to use coal stocks 
for exports. 

Another explanation is that countries 
on the Continent have also been affected 
by the recent trade recession with the 
result that their coal-using industries 
have reduced their demand for coal. 

In addition, these European countries, 
benefiting from the mild winter last 
year that enabled the United Kingdom 
to build up stocks, have been compara- 
tively well supplied with coal this year 
and have become increasingly selective 
in their demands. There also has been 
evidence that some traditional customers 
for British coal have turned increasingly 
to water power and natural gas as a 
substitute for uncertain supplies of coal. 


Coal Stocks at Record Level 


For the first time since the war, coal 
stocks have exceeded 18,000,000 tons, 
and prospects are that supplies will be 
sufficient for the winter season. 

On November 1, stocks of house coal 
were 900,000 tons larger than a year 
ago. At the same time stocks for power 
stations, gas works, railways, and the 
various industries reached 16,400,000 
tons, compared with 15,300,000 tons last 
year, and undistributed stocks rose some 
3,300,000 tons to 4,700,000 tons. 

This improvement in supplies, stocks 
being 2,000,000 tons greater than they 
were in 1951, has been achieved largely 
through lower home consumption, as the 
increase in coal production has not 
matched that attained last year. This 
drop in consumption also has been due 
to the falling off in industrial produc- 
tion especially of textiles, to economy 
measures, and to the mild weather last 
winter. 

Home consumption of coal in the first 
44 weeks of this year was some 3,400,000 
tons lower than in the corresponding 
period of 1951. Coal production in the 
first 45 weeks of 1952 was approxi- 
mately 2,600,000 tons above output in 
the like period of 1951, but total output 
in 1951 was 5,900,000 tons greater than 
in 1950. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Netherlands Economic 
Conditions Stable 


Economic conditions continued stable 
in the Netherlands during October de- 
spite a small deficit with the European 
Payments Union and a seasonal increase 
in unemployment. The foreign-exchange 
reserve position of the country con- 
tinued to improve. 


Holding of gold and net foreign ex- 
change increased to 3,524 million guild- 
ers (1 guilder=$0.263) early in No- 
vember, despite an October deficit in 
the EPU of $800,000, the Netherlands’ 
first monthly deficit with the EPU since 
July 1951. 


The rate of the “export bonus” dollar 
decreased to 5,075-5.10 guilders at the 
end of October from 5.57-5.60 guilders 
at the end of September, and has since 
further decreased. The export bonus 
dollar scheme, under which exporters 
retain 10 percent of their dollar sales 
receipts, is under study by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, 


Export Surplus Expected 

Foreign-trade developments continued 
favorable. Exports exceeded imports by 
114.3 percent in September for an all- 
time high, and it is expected that Octo- 
ber. figures will also show an export 
surplus. However, the increased cover- 
age over September 1951 mainly reflects 
a decline in imports, whereas exports 
remained unchanged. 

Although industrial production statis- 
tics for October are not yet available, 
September’s seasonal increase in aver- 
age daily production, 145 compared with 
135 in August (1938=—100), is expected 
to have continued in October. 

Unemployment during October in- 
creased seasonally to 120,317 from 110,- 
600 in September. The greatest in- 
creases occurred among building and 
farm workers. Unemployment is about 
23 percent above October 1951 and 
comprises 3.6 percent of the male labor 
force. 

Netherlands agriculture was adverse- 
ly affected by the cold weather prev- 
alent throughout October. Consequent- 
ly, next year’s harvests of barley, wheat, 
and corn are expected to be somewhat 


lower than original estimates.—Emb., 
The Hague. 





West Berlin's Exports 
Climb To Record Level 


West Berlin’s exports to foreign 
countries reached $8,600,000 in October 
of this year, representing a 16 percent 
increase over July, the previous peak 
for the postwar period. Exports in Oc- 
tober 1950 totaled $2,200,000, and in 
October 1951, $5,000,000. 

Exports during the first 10 months 
of this year constituted 24 percent of 
total West Berlin deliveries as compared 
with 19 and 12 percent in 1951 and 
1950, respectively—HICOG, Berlin. 
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Defense Orders Aiding Recovery 
Of Textile Industries in U. K. 


Production and employment in Britain’s textile industries have 
improved considerably in recent months, the president of the British 
Board of Trade has announced. Helped by accelerated defense orders 
placed this year, the industries are well on the way to recovery. 

The textile slump in late 1951 and early 1952 followed heavy buy- 


ing and accumulation of stocks after 
the outbreak of hostilities in Korea. 

Unemployment in textile industries 
declined by over two-thirds in 5 months 
—from 143,000 in May to 45,000 in Oc- 
tober. Since May, the latest figures 
show increases of 35 percent in cotton- 
yarn production and of 26 percent in 
worsted-yarn deliveries. 


The sharp recovery in rayon output in 
September continued in October, out- 
put in the latter month being 26.8 per- 
cent greater than in the former. This 
is the highest level of rayon output 
since March, and it is only a fraction 
below the peak reached in November 
1951, 


Domestic Sales Improve 


The index of domestic wholesale tex- 
tile sales rose from 83 in August to 
154 in September (1947=100); at the 
same time stocks dropped from 163 to 
151. Wholesale sales in September were 
in fact 3 points higher than those in 
September 1951. 


However, as prices have fallen sharp- 
ly in the last 12 months, the real vol- 
ume of business probably was signifi- 
cantly greater than was evidenced by 
the sales index. 

Preliminary statistics for October in- 
dicate that the improvement in the 
textile trade that began in September 
continued through October. 

Selling British textiles in oversea 
markets has been difficult. Many coun- 
tries have imposed import restrictions, 
and the opportunities for disposing of 
yarn and cloth have been diminishing. 

Nevertheless, textile exports valued 








Burma Announces Plan 
For National Housing 


The Government of Burma has 
announced a program for the 
fiscal year 1952-53, providing for 
the building of schools in 31 towns, 
hospitals in 10 towns, various of- 
fice buildings and houses, and for 
the construction of 10 model vil- 
lages. 

The program has been developed 
by the National Housing and 
Town and Country Development 
Board, which has proposed an 
expenditure in the present fiscal 
year of 64,755,340 kyats (1 kyat= 
US$0.21). 











at £31,500,000 in October were some 
£4,800,000 greater than in September, 
though £13,400,000 less than the month- 
ly average of textile exports in 1951. 


Rayon Export Plan Revived 

The Central Rayon Office, a private 
organization, has arranged to reduce 
rayon prices by reviving a scheme based 
on the Courtlands-Bradford Dyers Asso- 
ciation’s prewar plan. Orders from a 
limited group of markets may now be 
booked for standard-quality cloths pro- 
vided that merchants agree to fixed 
profit margins in reselling. Substantial 
reductions in c. i. f. prices will there- 
fore be possible because of the long 
runs based on agreed costs. 

This scheme, which is confined to con- 
tinuous’ filament cloths and does not 
apply to spun rayon, will involve close 
cooperation between rayon-yarn produc- 


ers, weavers, dyers, painters, and mer- 
chants. 





Business in. Thailand 
Starts Upward Trend 


Business in Thailand began a gradual 
recovery in August and September from 
the minor recession of the preceding 5 
months. The recession had been caused 
by uncertainties regarding Government- 
directed currency appreciation. 

Credit remained tight, however, with 
interest rates rising and commercial 
loans very difficult to obtain. Heavy 
inventories, largely financed by extend- 
ed local bank credits, tied up a large 
part of customarily available funds, 
while contraction of currency tended 
to reduce the base for credits. 

Toward the end of the third quarter 
there were indications that the situa- 


tion was being eased by a gradual work- 
ing off of inventories. 


Foreign Trade Remains Steady 

Total exports, sustained by the con- 
tinued large volume of rice shipments 
at high prices, remained high. 

Tin ore exports were steady both in 
volume and returns, though slightly off 
from last year. Rubber exports declined 
little in volume, but increasingly in 
value, as a result of declining world 
prices and the Thai currency apprecia- 
tion. a 

Teak and minor exports were very 
slow, largely as a result of high local 

(Continued on Page 19) 











CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Cuba Establishes New 
Exchange Controls 


Cuba has established a new system 
of exchange control, by law-decree No. 
569, to become effective on January 2, 
1953. The Cuban Monetary Stabilization 
Fund, together with the National Bank 
of Cuba, are charged with the establish- 
ment and regulation of the new system. 

No prior authorization need be ob- 
tained for international commercial or 
banking transactions with countries 
which the Monetary Stabilization Fund 
determines do not have exchange con- 
trols affecting Cuba. The Fund may, 
however, require prior authorization for 
transactions with countries which it de- 
termines do have such exchange con- 
trols. 

A persons desiring to transfer or 
remit funds abroad must submit a 
sworn statement to the bank or other 
intermediary in the transaction that the 
funds are not destined either directly 
or indirectly for countries determined 
by the Fund to be subject to exchange 
controls affecting Cuba. For purely 
commercial transactions with countries 
determined not to be subject to such 
exchange controls a copy of the bank or 
other form requesting the exchange will 
be sufficient. 

Operations involving -movement of 
funds or capital to countries with which 
Cuba has concluded payments agree- 
ments or which for political or any other 
reasons are subject to Cuban exchange 
controls, or are at war with Cuba, will 
remain subject to the prior authoriza- 
tion requirements established by the 
Fund. 

The Cuban Monetary Stabilization 
Fund will determine and» change when 
necessary the amount of cash that may 
be held by travelers entering or leav- 
ing Cuba; and the Fund may take 
possession of any cash in excess of such 
limit and deposit it in the name of the 
traveler in the National Bank of Cuba. 
Such deposits may not be withdrawn 
without prior authorization of the Fund. 

Customhouses and post offices may 
not clear without authorization in writ- 
ing from the Fund importations from 
countries for which the’ Fund has es- 
tablished exchange controls. 

(Any further regulatory provisions to 
this law<decree will be reported as re- 
ceived.) ‘ 

All prior regulations on Cuban Ex- 
change control, established by decree 
No. 2769 of 1948 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 23, 1948, p. 20) are re- 
pealed by the new legislation. 





A CRUSHER and other types of 
equipment are being installed at the 
Southwest Africa Lithium Mines near 
Karabib. Production is expected to be 
increased approximately 100 percent to 
2,000 tons monthly. 


+ 


Canada Gives Egypt 
MFN Rates of Duty 


Imports into Canada from Egypt will 
be accorded most-favored-nation rates 
of duty retroactive from December 3, the 
Canadian Government has announced. 
Before that date Egypt was one of the 
few countries whose goods were subject 
to the general, or highest, rates of duty 
under Canada’s three-column tariff sys- 
tem. A 
Canada has granted the ‘Concession 
with the purpose of holding the Egyp- 
tian market for Canadian flour, ac- 
cording to the Toronto Financial Post. 
This market was threatened by Egypt’s 
proposal to impose a surtax on imports 
from Canada and other countries which 
did not give Egypt MFN treatment. The 
surtax would have doubled the Egyptian 
import duty of 73 cents a 100 pounds 
on Canadian flour. 

Canada exported in the first 9 months 
of 1952 $C3,895,239 worth of wheat flour 
to Egypt, a market supplied by Aus- 
traha until the crop failures of recent 
years. 

Total exports to Egypt in the same 
period amounted to $C5,545,780, as com- 
pared with imports from that country 
to a value of $C438,176. Imports from 
Egypt consist chiefly of cotton and rice, 
both of which enter duty free, but the 
MFN status will lower duties on such 
other Egyptian products as dried dates 
and figs. 


Chile Will Follow a 
Strict Import Policy 


Chile .will grant exchange to cover 
only imports of prime necessities, raw 
materials, and agricultural machinery 
and implements, according to an an- 
nouncement following the first meeting 
of the new Chilean Cabinet. This policy, 
in effect to some extent during the past 
7 months, presumably will set the pat- 
tern for the 1953 foreign exchange bud- 
get, now being compiled. 

The so-called gold and wine lists, 
which are lists of luxury goods that 
may be imported in Chile with exchange 
derived from gold and wine exports, 
will continue in effect until December 
31, 1953, Rafael Tarud, new head of the 
Chilean National Foreign Trade Coun- 
cil, has officially stated. (The gold and 
wine lists are shown in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Sept. 22, 1952, p. 7.) 


Sr. Tarud also stated recently that 
he hoped a solution would be reached 
shortly concerning authorization of ex- 
change for category A-1 merchandise 
under firm order before April 24, 1952, 
the date on which import of such mer- 
chandise was suspended. He said, how- 
ever, that a solution must be sought 
which would not provoké a sudden 





Colombia Lists More 
Special Exports 


Nonprecious’ metals and nonmetallic 
minerals have been added to Colombia’s 
list of goods, export of which, under 
decree No. 1830 of August 1, 1952, en- 
title an exporter to negotiable export 
certificates for the purpose of importing 
into Colombia specified items of foreign 
origin (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 25, 1952, p. 13, and Oct. 27, 1952, 
p. 23). 

For the purposes of this decree coal 
is considered a nonmetalic mineral, but 
not petroleum, according to the Min- 
istry of Mines. 


The addition of nonprecious metals 
and nonmetallic/ minerals to the list 
was authorized by decree No. 2514 ef- 
feetive October 22, 1952. 


The additions are aimed primarily 
at stimulating interest in the develop- 
ment of Colombian mines and minerals 
generally, rather than at immediately 
benefiting current export trade. Col- 
ombia now exports some sulfur, and 
there are prospects for exports of coal 
and asbestos within a few years. 


Insofar as precious metals are con- 
cerned, exports of gold manufactures 
were originally included in decree No. 
1830, but no regulations under which 
such exports might be made have as 
yet been issued: and no exports have 
been made. Such regulations, however, 
have been completed and should be is- 
sued in the immediate future, according 
to the Colombian Office of Exchange 
Registry. 

Additional regulations on exports im- 
plementing decree No. 1830 have been 
issued, by circular No. 163 of the Office 
of Exchange Registry dated November 
26, 1952. Among other minor require- 
ments of primary interest to Colombian 
exporters is the stipulation that exports 
coming under the purview of decree No. 
1830 must be now made within 30 days 
after issuance of the export registra- 
tion.—Emb., Bogota, 





heavy demand for free exchange.— 
Emb., Santiago. 

(Background information on suspens- 
ion of category A-1 imports is given in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 16, 
1952, p. 10, and July 7, 1952, p. 5.) - 





COPRA EXPORTS from the British 
Solomon Islands Protectorate in 1952 
are expected to total about 13,000 long 
tons, or moderately above exports of 
12,290 tons in 1951. : 

In 1949 and 1950 exports of copra 
totaled 8,705 and 12,400 tons, respec- 
tively. 

Most of the copra produced in the 


Islands in recent years went to the | 


United Kingdom—10,365 tons in 1951— 
and the rest to Australia. 
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Sweden Tightens Controls 
On Third-Country Imports 


The Swedish Customs have been in- 
structed to tighten controls over goods 
on the “OEEC import free list,” which 
originates in third countries but are 
imported from an OEEC country, ac- 
cording to an instruction issued October 
24, 1952, by the State Trade and In- 
dustry Commission. 

In order for a commodity listed on the 
Swedish OEEC import free list to enter 
Sweden without a Swedish import li- 
cense it is essential for the commodity 
to be manufactured or produced in the 
OEEC country from which the immedi- 
ate shipment is made. 


Under the new instructions Swedish 
customs authorities may accept only 
documents which certify that the goods 
actually are manufactured or produced 
in the OEEC country making the, ship- 
ment in order to permit the shipment to 
clear customs without an import license. 


ARGENTINA 
Agreement With Czechoslovakia 


Argentina and Czechoslovakia on 
September 2 signed a new commercial 
and financial agreement to replace the 
agreement made in 1947 and extended 
in 1948 and 1949. The new agreement 
continues in force through 1954 and 
thereafter is to be automatically re- 
newed every year unless denounced by 
either of the two parties. 


Argentina agrees to export to Czecho- 
slovakia hides, quebracho' extract, 
casein, wool, and other agricultural and 
animal products, in return for Czecho- 
slovak industrial goods and machinery, 
including steel products, Diesel motors 
for agricultural machinery, X-ray ap- 
paratus, and aluminum ingots. 


No quantities or values are given for 
any individual products or for total 
trade, nor does the listing of commodi- 
ties constitute an obligation of purchase 
or sale by either country. Prices for 
goods are to be established by contract. 


Argentine imports and exports will 
be made through the Argentine Trade 
Promotion Institute or other authorized 
institution or firm. 


All payments are to be in Czecho- 
slovak crowns unless otherwise agreed 
by the central banks. Argentina is to 
maintain a special account at the 
Czechoslovak State Bank, to which 
debits and credits arising from trade 
and other transactions between the two 
countries are to be made. A reciprocal 
credit of 300 million crowns (about $6 
million) has been established and as 
long as the balance of the account does 
not exceed this amount the creditor 
country shall not seek reimbursement. 
Should the balance exceed the amount 
the creditor bank may request pay- 
ment of the excess in gold or U. S. 
dollars —Emb., Buenos Aires, 
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Cuban Corporate Taxes 
To Be Increased 


Cuba has increased its corporate 
taxes, and will levy the new taxes 
on corporate balances closed after 
March 31, 1953. 

The tax on capital is raised from 
$4 to $5 per each $1,000 of de- 
clared working capital. 

The excess profits tax is raised 
from 15 percent to 25 percent on 
all profits in excess of 10 percent 
of declared working capital. 

Proceeds from the increased 
taxes are to be used to defray 
expenses of both Christmas bon- 
uses for Government employees 
and the census to be taken in 
1953. 

The increase was effected by 
law-decree No. 545 of Nov. 21. 











CANADA 
Sheet Glass Free of Dumping Duty 


Canada has exempted from its dump- 
ing penalty, retroactive to November 
18, transparent sheet glass not further 
processed than cut into rectangles. 

Such glass must pay customs duty 
under revised Canadian tariff item No. 
318 established by the budget of April 
8, 1952. Imports from British countries 
are duty-free, and those from the 
United States and other most favored 
nations are dutiable at 7% percent. 


The new declaration automatically 
cancels the dumping penalty that had 
applied since April 8, 1949, on tariff 
item No. 318, which formerly included 
all common and colorless window glass. 


COLOMBIA 


Agreement Signed With Spain 


A trade and payments agreement be- 
tween Colombia and Spain has been 
signed, effective November 17, for a 
period of 1 year. Thereafter the agree- 
ment is automatically extendable for 
successive periods of 1 year unless no- 
tice of termination is given by either 
party at least 3 months before the ex- 
piration date. 


The agreement is of the compensa- 
tion type and provides for an exchange 
of goods by each party totaling $3,000,- 
000, payment to be made through a 
clearing account maintained by the 
Bank of the Republic in Bogota. When- 
ever the balance in this account exceeds 
$1,000,000 in favor of either party, the 
debtor party must reimburse the excess 
balance in dollars payable in New York. 
A grace period of 3 months is provided 
before payment must be made. 

The agreement authorizes certain 
Colombian exports to Spain, which com- 
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prise annex A, as well as certain Span- 
ish exports to Colombia, which com- 
prise annex B. Among the Colombian 
exports, the amount of coffee to be 
purchased by Spain is set at a value 
of $1,500,000, with provision for an in- 
crease in this amount after 1 year if 
Spanish imports of other Colombian 
commodities do not exceed $750,000 in 
value. 


Other important provisions of the 
agreement are as follows: 


@ Remittance of consular fees col- 
lected. by both parties will be made 
outside the agreement in freely con- 
vertible dollars; 


@ Each party agrees to make export 
and import licenses available as neces- 
sary for the exchange of goods listed 
in annexes A and B, in accordance with 
the established laws and procedures of 
each party; 


@ Commodities exchanged under the 
agreement will not be subject to taxes 
other than those imposed on commodi- 
ties purchased with freely convertible 
currencies; 


@ Commodities purchased may not be 
reexported to third countries without 
previous agreement through an ex- 
change of notes; 


@ A joint Colombian-Spanish com- 
mission is to be established within 3 
months after the signing of the accord. 
This~ commission will meet regularly 
at least once every quarter to supervise 
execution of the agreement, consider 
mutual measures for the prompt grant- 
ing of documents required for trade, 
and examine the balances in the ac- 
count. 

Provision is also made for closing the 
special account and liquidating any bal- 
ance in event the agreement is ter- 
minated. 

The agreement does not make neces- 
sary any changes in the Colombian 
list of prohibited imports or in the list 
of special items which, under article 
4 of decree No. 402 of February 15, 
1952, may be imported from countries 
with which Colombia has trade agree- 
ments or a more or less favorable bal- 
ance of trade (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 10, 1952, p. 18). 


Items on the special list under ar- 
ticle 4, including dried fruits, wines, 
ceramics, and glassware, may now be 
imported from Spain. 


Colombian exports to Spain in 1950, 
the most recent year for which statis- 
tics are available, were negligible, 
amounting to only about $7,000 in value 
and consisting chiefly of forest products. 

Imports from Spain in that year 
amounted to about $292,000, including 
wines and vinegars, prepared food- 
stuffs, chemicals, furniture and other 
items of wood and cork, and pharma- 
ceutical products. 

The principal advantage of the agree- 
ment to Colombia is the reopening of 
coffee sales to Spain, as the Colombian- 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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DOING BUSINESS: ABROAD 





Gold Coast To Have 
New National Bank 


A new State-aided banking institution 
is to be established in the Gold Coast 
under legislation approved on Octo- 
ber 9 by the Gold Coast Legislative 
Assembly. 

The institution, to be known as the 
Bank of the Gold Coast, will have an 
authorized capital of £1,000,000 ($2,800,- 
000), divided into 100,000 shares with a 
nominal value of £10 each. 


The first 30,000 shares issued will be 
purchased entirely by the Gold Coast 
Government at a price of £12 each. The 
remainder of the authorized capital will 
be made available to the public at a 
later date. 


When the measure was presented to 
the Legislative Assembly the Gold 
Coast’s Minister of Finance said that 
“the Bank will be less concerned with 
making a trading profit than with the 
performance of a public function and, 
for this reason, it is considered desir- 
able to postpone the issue of shares in 
the Bank to the general public until 
such time as the Bank is well estab- 
lished on a profit-making basis and is 
in a position to declare dividends to 
its shareholders.” 

It is intended eyentually to develop 
the new Bank into a national bank of 
issue, the Minister of Finance stated. 


Meanwhile under its current legislative 
authority it will undertake only the 
classes of business handled by commer- 
cial banks.—New Commonwealth, Oct. 
27, 1952. 


{Existing commercial banking institu- 
tions in the Gold Coast are. the Bank 
of British West Africa, Ltd., and Bar- 
clay’s Bank, Ltd. (Dominion, Colonial, 
and Overseas). Both banks have nu- 
merous branches in the Gold Coast but 
have their head offices in London.] 





Cuba Frees New Investments 
From Its Money Export Tax 


Cuba has exempted from its 2-percent 
tax all remittances of interest or other 
profits derived from money which may 
be imported into the Island under speci- 
fied conditions for investment in pro- 
ductive enterprises. New capital in- 
vestments from abroad may also be 
withdrawn without paying the export 
tax. 

The exemption was granted by law- 
degree No. 548 and became effective 
on December 7. 

To qualify for the exemption the 
funds must be imported into Cuba 
through a bank which is‘a shareholder 
of the National Bank of Cuba and 
must be deposited in the National Bank 
by the importing bank. A sworn state- 
ment must also be submitted by the 
importer to the importing bank setting 


forth pertinent details of the importa- 
tion of the funds, such as country of 
origin, amount, foreign bank from which 
imported, etc. 





Possible Trade-Mark 
Infringements in 
West Germany 


Notice of applications to register the 
following trade-marks appeared in the 
October 15, 1952, issue of the Waren- 
zeichenblatt, official publication of the 
German Patent Office. 


Those here listed are suspected of 
infringing or identical or similar U. S. 
trade-marks. Opposition should be filed 
within 3 months of the above publica- 
tion date. 


The trade-mark, applicant, and class 
of goods are as follows: 

Gloria—Gebr. Queck, Wuerselen bei 
Aachen, Drischer Str. 32.—Needles. 

Mustang — Suedwerke Motoren- und 
Kraftwagenfabriken G.m.b.H., Essen, 
Husmannshofstr. Tor 77.—Land, air, and 
water vehicles; automobiles; vehicle 
parts, motors, and motor parts. 

Argus—Fa. Ed. Liesegang, Duessel- 
dorf, Volmerswerther Str, 21.—Physical 
and optical instruments; photographic 
and cinematographic cameras and pro- 
jectors; photographic lamps, tripods, 
projection screens, and similar items. 
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(Continued from Page 7) 
Spanish coffee trade has been practi- 
cally nonexistent since 1936.—Emb., Bo- 
gota. 


FRANCE 
Arrangement With B.L. E. U. 


An arrangement governing trade be- 
tween France and the Belgium-Lux- 
embourg Economic Union during the 
period October 1, 1952-March 31, 1953, 
was signed at Paris on October 31. 


The arrangement takes the place and 
closely follows the lines of the modus 
vivendi signed at Paris on July 10 after 
expiration of the 1-year commercial 
agreement of July 1, 1951. 


Quotas for import of goods into 
France from Belgium-Luxembourg in 
the 6-month period covered by the new 
arrangement, except for raw materials, 
which are subject to special nonre- 
strictive regulations, are fixed at fig- 
ures representing on an average 50 to 
60 percent of quotas specified for a 
comparable period in the 1951 agree- 
ment. 

French exports to Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg remain unchanged; the previous 
quotas are continued on a prorata basis. 
—Emb., Paris. 





FRENCH MOROCCO 


Licensed Export List Revised 


A revised list of goods subject to prior 
license in French Morocco for export to 
any destination other than Tangier and 
the Spanish Zone of Morocco was put 
into effect by an official order dated 
October 8.—Bulletin Officiel of French 
Morocco, Oct. 14, 1952. 

(A loan copy of the new revised list 
is available from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Office of International 
Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 

An earlier revision of the list was an- 


nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Oct. 13, 1952, p. 8.) 


PERU 


Textile Duties Increased 


Peruvian import duties on artificial 
textile fabrics have been increased, by 
a resolution dated. November 18 and 
effective 90 days thereafter. 

The resolution first appeared in the 
Weekly Bulletin of the Lima Chamber 
of Commerce of November 26, 

The following list showing the in- 
creases includes the Peruvian tariff 
item number; item description; new 





rate of duty in soles; and former rate of 
duty, in parentheses (1 sol—US$0.0647). 
Rates are per legal kilogram. 

1532, Fabrics of artificial textile fibers, 
bleached, printed, or dyed, of any number 
of threads, weighing up to 40 grams per 


square meter: New duty, 250; former duty 
(180). 


1533, Same, weighing more than 40 grams 
per square meter: 200 (110). 


1534, Fabrics of artificial textile fibers, 
special for furniture and tapestry: 150 (90). 

These items also pay a unified surtax 
of 12% percent ad valorem, which re- 
mains unchanged. 

All items here listed are included in 
Peru’s list of concessions under the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 
Peruvian Government officials have 
stated informally that the new rates 
will not apply to imports from the 
United States and other contracting 
parties to the agreement. 


SWITZERLAND 
Agreement With Denmark 


The existing trade agreement between 
Switzerland and Denmark has been ex- 
tended for 1 year to September 30, 1953. 

Import and export quotas are retained 
without change with the reservation 
that any products placed on the Organi- 
zation for European Economic Coopera- 
tion free list during the period shall 
not be subject to bilateral quota re- 
strictions.—Leg., Bern. 
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Field Offices Provide Practical Service 
Carlton Hayward 


Director, Field Service 
U. S. Department of Commerce 


The importance to our national economy of a high level of export- 
import trade has prompted the U. S. Department of Commerce to main- 
tain an experienced and qualified staff in important commercial and in- 
dustrial centers throughout the United States to provide on-the-spot 
assistance on all phases of international trade. 


Utilizing the world-wide fact-gather- 
ing facilities of the American Foreign 
Service, the statistical output of the Bu- 
reau of the Census, and the trade devel- 
opment activities of the Office of In- 
ternational Trade, the Department of 
Commerce Field Service brings practi- 
cal and productive service within easy 
reach of the American businessman, _ 


Offices Provide Assistance on 
Widely Diverse Subjects 

The following list indicates the scope 
and diversity of information provided by 
the Field Offices: 

® Tariff rates of foreign countries on 
specific American products; 

@ Regulations bearing on the control 
of exchange abroad; 

@ Administration of regulations im- 
posing import quotas and the details of 
import licensing procedures in oversea 
markets; 

@ Facts on economic and trade condi- 
tions; 

@ Lists of potential buyers, agents, or 
other distributors and reports on their 
commercial standing; 

® Documentation of export and im- 
port shipments, both here and abroad; 

@ Statistical data on both imported 
and exported products; 


® Foreign licensing and manufactur- 
ing opportunities; 

@ Factors to be considered in the es- 
tablishment of a branch plant abroad. 


These services range from assistance 
to a new exporter in determining the 
prospects for the sale of his goods in 
specific markets to assistance in clear- 
ing a shipment held up at a United 
States port because of lack of a valid ex- 
port license. 

Worthy of special mention is the serv- 
ice rendered to individual businessmen 
by the Field Offices on the possibilities 
of doing business abroad. 

Experienced personnel, using the vari- 
ous guides provided by the Department 
to meet the diverse requirements of 
business, are able to assist traders or 
potential traders in locating trade op- 
portunities by furnishing lists of pro- 
spective trade contacts, providing mar- 
keting and country data, and suggest- 
ing sound procedures for dealing with 
the complexities of specific markets. _ 

The Department assists in this service 
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by promptly supplying Field Offices with 
all available published material, and by 
advising them of important develop- 
ments both here and abroad. 


Reports From Abroad Include 
Specific Trade Opportunities 

The Field Offices in their role of main- 
taining direct liaison between the De- 
partment in Washington and the inter- 
national trade community regularly re- 
ceive reports from abroad which contain 
specific opportunities for engaging in 
foreign trade. 

In these reports are included such 
data as: New markets or sources of sup- 
ply abroad; spot trade offers; opportuni- 
ties to negotiate patent licensing agree- 
ments with foreign manufacturers; and 
possible openings to establish new in- 
dustries abroad through capital invest- 
ment. 

One of the services most frequently 
in demand is the World Trade Directory. 
This consists of a file of more than 500,- 
000 reports on foreign firms and individ- 
uals based on data gathered by the For- 
eign Service of the United States. 


These reports, which contain sales in- 
formation such as the size and type of 
business, lines handled, sales territory, 
general reputation, and trade references 
of individual foreign firms, are obtain- 
able through any Field Office at $1 each, 


Because many American firms are be- 
coming increasingly concerned with the 
reliability of their actual and prospective 
foreign connections, from a_ security 
point of view, information of this na- 
ture is currently being made available. 

The Field Offices also matntain files 
of classified listings of foreign trading 
firms, industrial or service organiza- 
tions, and professional men, known as 
Trade Lists. Through this medium, 
United States businessmen conveniently 
may identify prospective trading con- 
nections, customers for services, and 
areas of competition. 

To supplement this service, the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division in Wash- 
ington also maintains a library of com- 
mercial directories and other reference 
works published throughout the world. 
Many of these directories are available 
for consultation in the Field Offices. 


Lists of foreign firms engaged in spe- 


cial activities are prepared on request, 


Regular Trade Lists and special lists 
may be purchased for $1 each, 

When disagreements arise between 
United States foreign traders and their 
trade connections in foreign countries, 
the Department of Commerce takes 
steps to adjust such misunderstandings 
where possible. The Field Offices and 
the United States Foreign Service are 
the instrumentalities through which the 
facts are brought to light in these cases 
and amicable adjustments arranged, 


Business Firms May Request Listing 
In Exporters-lmporters Index 


Business firms interested in trading 
with other countries may register their 
interest by filing an application for list- 
ing in the Exporters-Importers Index. 

The information supplied in this regis- 
tration, treated as confidential at all 
times, serves to pin-point particular in- 
terests of individual firms. With this as 
a guide, both the Department in Wash- 
ington and the Field Offices are better 
able to bring to the attention of regis- 
trants special items of particular inter- 
est to them. 

Since the inauguration of the Marshall 
Plan, the Field Offices have served as 
the local points of contact for firms 
desiring information on procurement fi- 
nanced by the Economic Cooperation 
Administration and its successor the 
Mutual Security Agency. 

Details of such procurement, proce- 
dures to be followed in participating in 
this business, and current practices and 
policies of the Mutual Security Agency 
and the Technical Cooperation Admin- 
istration are obtainable from the Field 
Offices, 


Most Export-Control Problems 
Concern Three Basic Questions 


The foreign trader can also obtain 
valuable assistance from a Department 
of Commerce Field Office on export- 
control regulations. Most expprt-control 
problems revolve around three basic 
questions: Is a license necessary? How 
is one obtained? In an emergency what 
special service is available? . 

Regarding the necessity for a license, 
the Field Office can provide information 
on the proper classification of the com- 
modity according to Schedule B—Statis- 
tical Classification of Domestic and For- 
eign Commodities Exported from the 
United States; check the positive List 
to determine whether the commodity is 
subject to validated license require- 
ments; and interpret OIT regulations to 
assist the exporter in deciding whether 
his individual shipments under specified 
conditions may be exportable under one 
of several types of general licenses. 

How is a license obtained? This is an 
important question on which the Field 
Offices also are prepared to assist. The 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Cranes To Be Bought 
For Bangkok's Docks 


Bids are invited until January 23, 
1953, by the Port Authority of Thai- 
land, for the supply and erection of 
eight level luffing semi-portal cranes 
(double guided), including landside and 
riverside runway rails and contact rails. 
This equipment is required for the New 
Harbor Wharves, Bangkok. 


It is understood that part of the cost 
of purchase and erection of the cranes 
will be met by an IBRD loan. 


A set of specifications and bidding 
conditions is obtainable for review pur- 
poses on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies 
of these documents may be purchased, 
subject to a charge of 200 baht per set 
(US$1=— approximately 16.50 baht), from 
the Port Authority of Thailand, Harbour 
Administration Building, Bangkok 
(Klong Toi), Thailand, to which office 
bids should be submitted, 





Iran Needs Insecticide 
To Destroy Locusts 


The Ministry of Agriculture of Iran is 
interested in purchasing 100 tons of 
B. H. C. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6- hexachloro- 
cyclohexane) containing 10 to 15 gam- 
ma isomer, to be used for destroying 
locusts. 

Bids are requested within 2 weeks 
from December 29, 1952, and may be 
sent to the Iranian Embassy, 3005 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C. Quotations should specify the de- 
livery price, c. i. f. to Khorramshahr, 
port of Iran on the Persian Gulf. 


Colombian in U. S. To 
Study Sewage Systems 


Cesar Piedrahita P., a representative 
of Plano Regulador of the municipality 
of Medellin, Colombia, is spending about 
6 weeks in the United States for the 
purpose of studying sewage systems and 
plants and aqueducts. 

Mr. Piedrahita’s itinerary includes 
New Orleans, Atlanta, Daytona, and 
Miami. Corresponce may be addressed 
te him c/o International House, 607 
Gravier Street, New Orleans, La, 








PHOSPHATE ROCK production in 
Tunisia totaled 178,630 metric tons in 
September 1952 compared with 162,860 
tons in August. Output of hyperphos- 
phate (finely-ground phosphate rock) 
was 11,530 tons. 

Exports of phosphate rock amounted 
to 95,635 tons during the month. The 
United Kingdom was the leading pur- 
chaser, followed by France and Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Thai State Railways 
To Buy Freight Cars 


The State Railways of Thailand in- 
vites bids until January 19, 1953, for 
the supply of 300 all steel, high-sided 
freight cars, for use on l1-meter gage 
railways. 

A set of specifications and bidding 
conditions is obtainable for review pur- 
poses on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies 
of these documents may be purchased, 
subject to a charge of 500 baht per set 
(US$1= approximately 16.50 baht), from 
the Acquisitions Section, State Railways 
of Thailand, Bangkok. 

Bids should be submitted to the Of- 
fice of the Stores Superintendent, State 
Railways of ‘Thailand, Bangkok, Thai- 
land, 





Sweden Offers Paper and 
Matrix Board for Sale 


Riksbankens Pappersbruk (The Paper 
Mill of the Government Bank of Swe- 
den) at Tumba, Sweden, offers on an 
outright sale basis 70 metric tons an- 
nually of highest quality charcoal draw- 
ing paper, also used as laid text paper 
for bookbinding purposes; and 100 met- 
ric tons annually of high-quality green 
and red matrix board for use in the 
graphic industry. 

Price information and samples of the 
drawing paper and matrix board are 
available on a loan basis from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
| i ie 34 





A NEW ICE FACTORY was inaugu- 
rated at Puerto Penasco, Sonora, Mexi- 
co, on October 26. The plant has a 
capacity of 50 tons daily and promises 
to be a boon to the fishing industry in 
that Gulf of California port. 





TCA Mission in Jordan 
Desires Catalogs 


Manufacturers’ catalogs cover- 
ing earth-moving equipment, con- 
veying equipment, general machin- 
ery, builders’ hardware, machine 
tools, and presses, and a handbook 
on steel sections and products are 
urgently required by the TCA Mis- 
sion in Jordan, 

U. S. manufacturers are invited 
to send such material to N. E. 
Thompson, Chief, Industry and 
Transportation Division, TCA Mis- 
sion, c/o American Legation, Am- 
man, Jordan, 











French Firm Invites 
U. S. Participation 


Etablissements Audurand, a French 
firm engaged in the manufacture of 
alarm and pendulum clocks, offers its 
designs, technical knowledge, machinery, 
and equipment to an American company 
for the manufacture and distribution of 
its clocks in the United States. 


In return, Audurand, wishes to re- 
ceive capital to permit modernization 
and expansion of its present operations, 
and to obtain automatic equipment for 
machine work and gear cutting, opera- 
tions now being done by specialized 
manufacturers. 

The firm manufactures approximately 
30,000 clocks annually, and it states 
that present production capacity is in- 
sufficient to cope with demand. 

Further information may be obtained 
by corresponding with Etablissements 
Audurand, Ainay-le-Chateau (Allier), 
France. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In the United States 


Machinery Parts: 

France—Emile Martin (inventor), La 
Mott-les-Bains (Isere), is interested in 
licensing an American firm for the 
production in the United States of a 
reportedly new type of self-feeding lub- 
ricator for mechanical parts, which is 
stated to be more efficient than other 
types in use. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


Medical Equipment: 

Austria—Dr. Wolfang Lutz (inventor, 
doctor of medicine), 16 Volksfest 
Strasse, Ried im Innkreis, Ober-Oster- 
reich (U. S. Zone), is interested in 
licensing an American firm for the pro- 
duction in the United States of an ap- 
paratus for determining the so-called 
basal metabolic rate (BMR), which 
operates with a water-sealed spirometer 
instead of rubber bellows, and is said 
to increase accuracy and afford better 
control over results. 


In Foreign Countries 


Ceramics: 

Turkey —Dr. Nejat Ferit Seramik 
Fabrikasi (manufacturer of household 
ceramics), Yunus Istasyonu, Kartal, Is- 
tanbul, is interested in being licensed by 
an American firm for the manufacture 
and distribution in Turkey and Near 
Eastern markets of tiles and sanitary 
articles. Depending on specific propos- 
als, firm wishes to obtain necessary cap- 
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ital,. patents, processes, laboratory 
equipment, and machinery. 
Feedstuffs: 


France—Les Porcheries du Bourbon- 
nais S. A. R. L. (cattle breeder and 
manufacturer of cattle feeds), Saint- 
Germain-de-Salles (Allier), wishes to be 
licensed by an American firm for the 
manufacture and distribution in France 
and other European countries of animal 
feeds and veterinary specialties and 
products, particularly those containing 
vitamins, antibiotics, and mineral salts, 
as well as specialties for young animals, 
such as calves, chicks, young pigs, and 
dogs. Depending on proposals submitted, 
firm is interested in obtaining capital, 
patents, processes, laboratory equip- 
ment, and necessary machinery. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Supplementary information, in 


the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 


stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
mp & 

Bearings (Roller): 

Germany—G. Schwartz & Co. (manu- 
facturer), 18 Steinstrasse, Duesseldorf, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
plastic roller bearings. Illustrated liter- 
ature (in German and English) avail- 
able.* 


Earthenware Products: 

Germany—Eckhardt & Engler (manu- 
facturer), 22-24 Schuetzenstrasse, 
Hoehr-Grenzhausen, offers to export 
direct earthen beer steins, bowls, and 
bumpers, decorated in elaborate bas- 
relief. Firm carries out the entire pro- 
duction of these items, including the 
casting of the beer-stein covers. Cor- 
respondence in German preferred. Price 
information and photographic catalog 
available.* 


Foodstuffs: 
Union of South Africa—Glass & Glass 
(Pty.) Ltd. (manufacturer’s representa- 


tive and exporter), 904 Loveday House, 
Marshall Street, P. O. Box 3341, Jo- 


hannesburg, offers to export direct 
canned hants, vegetables, jams, and 
fruit. 

Glassware: 


Germany—Camill Zenkner (manufac- 
turer and exporter), 10, Kemptner Str., 
P. O. Box 105, Kaufbeuren (U. S. Zone, 
Bavaria), offers to export direct Gablonz 
cut glassware. 


Hardware: 
Germany—Schlossfabrik Dickentmann 
& Cantow (manufacturer), 146-148 


Tannenbaum, Hueckeswagen, offers to 
export directly 25,000 dozen  pad- 


locks monthly. Illustrated catalog avail- 
able.* 
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Jewelers’ Items: 

Germany—Camill Zenkner (manufac- 
turer and exporter), 10, Kemptner Str., 
P. O. Box 105, Kaufbeuren (U. S. Zone, 
Bavaria), offers to export direct Gablonz 
jewelry, including stones, beads, ear- 
rings, rings, necklaces, brooches, and 
hat, hair, dress, and shoe ornaments; 
and individually designed sample bags 


and made-up cases for the jewelry 
trade. 


Machinery and Parts: 


France—Societe des Chaudieres Pari- 
siennes (S. C. P.), (manufacturer), 268 
bis, Boulevard Saint-Germain, Paris, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
patented industrial boilers. Drawing and 
illustrated literature (in French) avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Greb & Co. (manufactur- 
er), 35c Lenneperstrasse, Remscheid, of- 
fers to export direct industrial knives. 


Illustrated leaflet (in German) avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Hans Riedmayer, Werk- 
zeug- und Maschinenbau (Tool and Ma- 
chine Factory), Weingarten, Wuerttem- 
berg, offers to export direct each month 
20 saw stamping machines and 3 cork 
cutting machines, suitable for natural 
cork er pressed cork strips of 1mm. to 
50mm. thickness. Inspection available 
at Weingarten plant. Correspondence in 
German preferred. 


Metal Products: 


Germany—Lilie & Heilborn Roehren 
Gesellschaft (export merchant and 
wholesaler), 21-25 Billstrasse, Hamburg, 
offers to export direct up to 100,000 
yards of iron and steel welded pipes 
(one-half foot to 6 feet) and pipe 
joints, BBS 1387 grade. 


Minerals: 


Union of South Africa—Glass & Glass 
(Pty.) Ltd. (manufacturer's representa- 
tive and exporter), 904 Loveday House, 
Marshall Street, P. O. Box 3341, Jo- 
hannesburg, offers to export direct amo- 
site, crocidolite, and chrysotile asbestos. 


Printing Equipment: 


Germany—Maas & Jungvogel (manu- 
facturer of brass letters, brass lines, and 
engravings for bookbinders and kindred 
industries), 25 Luisenstrasse, Krefeld, 
offers to export direct brass letters and 
engravings, such as bordering rules and 
corners for the gilding press, and types 
for the gold blocking press. Illustrated 


catalogs (in German and English) avail- 


able.* 


Steel and Steel Products: 


Germany—Fakirstahl, Hoffmanns & 
Co. (manufacturer), 33 Oberhuetzer- 
strasse, Remscheid-Hasten, offers to ex- 
port direct refined steel, steel castings, 
and cutting steel. Illustrated literature 
and booklet (in German) available.* 

Germany—Kind & Co. (manufactur- 
er), Bielstein/Rhid., offers to export 


direct “refined steel. Descriptive leaflet 
(in German) available.* gaat ge 
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EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITY 











Plastic Materials: 

Germany—Schuberth Werk (manu- 
facturer of safety helmets), 19 Geyso- 
strasse, Braunschweig, seeks quotations 
for 20,000 to 100,000 yards of fabric im- 
pregnated with phenolic resin for manu- 
facturing liners for helmets and miners’ 
caps. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 

Belgium — Edmond J. M. Mertens 
(manufacturer of feeds, importer of 
cereals, oil seeds, and feeds), 34 Longue 
rue Neuve, Antwerp, wishes to obtain 
agency for cereals and grains. 


Switzerland—Rubli, Baudin & Co. 
(importer and wholesaler of basic choc- 
olate and grocery products), Place Pur- 
ry 4, Neuchatel, is interested in obtain- 
ing agency for broken almonds (prefer- 
ably California produce), suitable for 
mixing with sweet chocolate, 


Textiles: 

Union of South Africa—Glass & Glass 
(Pty.) Ltd. (manufacturer’s representa- 
tive and exporter), 904 Loveday House, 
Marshall Street, P. O. Box 3341, Jo- 
hannesburg, wishes to obtain agency for 
cotton piece goods, 54, 63, 72, 81, and 
90 inches wide, and sheetings, 128 by 
140 inches. 


Time Clocks and Related Equipment: 

Canada—aAssociated Clock Industries 
Ltd. (manufacturer of advertising clocks 
and time clocks; manufacturer’s agent 
handling time clocks, time devices, and 
switches), 8 Craig Street West, Mont- 
real, Quebec, wishes to obtain agency 
for time controls, timing devices, in- 
dustrial clocks, and switches. Firm spe- 
cializes in higher-priced lines. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


Brazil—Dr. Adauto Werneck Ribeiro, 
representing Standard Cofa do Brasil 
S.A., Praca da Liberdade 91, Sao 
Paulo, is interested in purchasing lab- 
oratory and plant equipment for the 
manufacture of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, principally antibiotics, consulting 
with American engineering firms on 
plant construction, and visiting large 
laboratories and pharmaceutical plants 
in or near New York City. Technical in- 
formation is requested on the operation 
of the equipment to be purchased and 
modern methods used in laboratories 




















WORLD TRADE LEADS 








and pharmaceutical plants. Scheduled 
to arrive on or about December 6, via 
New York City, for a visit of 1 month. 
U. S. address: c/o Standard Pharma- 
ceutical Co. Inc., 253 West Twenty- 
sixth Street, New York 1, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: Washington and Baltimore. 


World Trade Directory Report be- 
ing prepared. 

Denmark—P. Brandt-Erichsen, rep- 
resenting A/S Rafa (wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 20 Borgergade, Copenhagen K, 
is interested in exporting Danish artis- 
tie pottery (“NYMOLLE Art Faience’) 
to American retail dealers. Scheduled to 
arrive January 12, via New York, for 
a visit of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o 
American Express Co., 178 North Mich- 
igan Avenue, Chicago 1, Ill. Itinerary: 
New York, Providence (R. I.), Boston, 


Williamstown (Mass.), Buffalo, De- 
troit, Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis, 
Kansas City (Kans.), Denver, Salt 


Lake City, Spokane, Seattle, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Phoenix, Oklahoma City, Dallas, Hous- 
ton, New Orleans, Miami, Jacksonville, 
Atlanta, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh, Washington, Balti- 
more, and Philadelphia. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Mozambique. 


Automotive Product Manufacturers 
—Ecuador. 

Exporters—Uruguay. 

Boot and Shoe Manufacturers and 

Business Firms—Korea. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Lebanon. 

Crude Botanical Drug Producers and 
Exporters—Western Germany. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Venezuela. 

Feather Importers, Dealers,. Proces- 
sors, and Exporters—Western Germany. 

Glass and Glassware Manufacturers 
and Exporters—Lebanon. 

Hat and Hat-body Manufacturers— 
Norway. 

Mung Bean Exporters—Peru. 

Oil (Animal, Fish and Vegetable) Im- 
porters, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Austria. 

Tire Retreaders, Recappers, and Re- 
pairers—Ecuador. 





Field Offices Aid Business 


(Continued from Page 9) 


exporter car be instructed in filling out 
an application form and informed of un- 
usual requirements which may apply to 
his commodities, such as filing dates, 
documentation, or specialized require- 
ments for exportations to certain areas. 

Field Offices can also provide infor- 
mation on OIT policy with respect to 
license issuance on certain commodities 
and to destinations of special signifi- 
cance. 


Field Offices Equipped To 
Give Emergency Services 

An exporter who knows he needs a 
license and knows the rules to follow in 
order to apply for one may find himself 
in an emergency situation due to cir- 
cumstances beyond his control. 


In such a situation the Field Office is 
able to give prompt special service to 
help the trader in need. Field Offices in 
export centers throughout the United 
States have been delegated authority to 
issue license amendments involving: (1) 
Extension of validity period; (2) correc- 
tion of obvious typographical errors by 
OIT; (3) increase in’ quantity or dollar 
value within certain prescribed limits, 
and for certain countries; and (4) 
change of licensee’s address. 


If an exporter, through no negligence 
on his part, suddenly finds himself in 
urgent need of an export license, he may 
turn to the facilities of the Department 
of Commerce Field Offices for help. 


Here are several examples illustrating 
the categories of shipments which 
qualify for special handling: 


@® A nonrenewable letter of credit is 
about to expire in connection with an 
application on which action has been 
pending in the OIT for 3 weeks or 
longer: 

@ A shipment of parts to repair urgent- 
ly needed machinery for a mining com- 


pany abroad using United States capital 
equipment: 

@ Drug shipments needed to curb the 
ravages of an epidemic: ‘ 

@ Shipments of commodities subject to 
rapid spoilage, such as radioactive iso- 
topes. 

Excluded from these categories are 
shipments involving only normal risks 
of business. 

In every port city, Field Office per- 
sonnel on export control have a good 
working relationship with Collectors of 
Customs; they understand collectors’ 
problems as well as those of the export- 
ers. 

In their own locale, foreign traders 
will find it to their advantage to utilize 
the services and facilities provided by 
their nearest Field Office. 





Shortage of Foreign Exchange 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Bank and the Export-Import Bank now 
total $119 million on Joint Commission 
projects, which also entail domestic 
financing in Brazil amounting to 3,300 
million cruzeiros. 

Additional projects submitted by the 
Joint Commission to the two banks be- 
fore the end of October call for $95 
million in loans and nearly 2 billion 
cruzeiros in local financing. 

An agreement between the United 
States and Brazil to establish an In- 
dustrial Productivity Center in Brazil 
was signed on October 24, in connection 
with technical aid under Point IV. The 
new program will provide technical 
assistance for small and medium sized 
industries in Brazil, introduce improved 
techniques, and expand the interchange 
of methods, for the purpose of bringing 
about an increase in the productivity of 
equipment and labor. : 

Agricultural and cattle-raising condi- 
tions in October and into November 
were generally satisfactory in southern 
Brazil, although in some areas rains 
were excessive. Weather condition in 


the Sao Paulo area were better than 
average for coffee and most other crops, 
and farmers were generally optimistic. 
Increased planting of corn and reduced 
plantings of cotton reflected the cur- 
rently high corn prices and the un- 
certainty over future cotton prices. 


The Bahia mid-crop of cacao (May- 
September 1952) reached 300,000 bags, 
and the total 1952-53 crop has been 
estimated at 1,200,000 to 1,300,000 bags. 
Rainfall in all the cacao growing 
regions was reported as helping to ripen 
the crop and improve the prospects for 
the November-December cuttings. 

The Brazil-nut trees in most of the 
producing areas of the Amazon Valley 
were reported to be bearing heavily. 
Preliminary forecasts placed the crop 
for harvest which was to begin in No- 
vember at approximately 25,000 to 
30,000 metric tons of unshelled nuts, as 
against 17,000 tons for the 1952 harvest. 

Cost-of-living indexes have shown only 
a slight rise for the past few months 
for which data are available, but the 
considerable increase in living costs 
since last year has continued to give 
impetus to demands for higher wages, 

Wage increases averaging approxi- 
mately 30 percent recently awarded by 
the labor courts in Rio de Janeiro in- 
cluded those for bank clerks, metal 
workers, and bakery and confectionary 
workers, and in Sao Paulo for textile 
and shoe workers, 


An increase granted to commercial 
workers in retail stores in Rio de Jan- 
eiro was based on the first scientifically 
worked out graduated scale used in col- 
lective bargaining in Brazil; the in- 
crease varied from 30 percent over 
August 1951 wages for workers earning 
up to 1,500 cruzeiros per month to 10 
percent for those earning more than 
7,000 cruzeiros. 


Thirty-seven other groups of com- 
mercial workers in the Federal District 


now have petitioned the labor courts 
for a similar raise in pay, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Spanish Olive Trade 
Up; Crop Is Poor 


The 1952-53 olive crop in Spain is 
poorer than had been anticipated, owing 
primarily to insect damage. 


Production of export-type green table 
olives is estimated at only 45,000 hogs- 
heads and of olive oil, at only 275,000 
metric tons. The crop in 1951-52 was 
unusually large, however, so no short- 
ages of these commodities in 1953, 
either for domestic consumption or for 
export, are expected. 


Despite a slow start, olive shipments 
to the United States have been higher 
this year than in 1951. Shipments 
through September exceeded 1951 total 
exports, and it appears that Spain’s 
1952 Spanish olive trade will mark an 
all-time record. 


Exports to U. S. Heavy 


Exports of olives to the United States 
in the first 9 months of 1952 totaled 
10,917,720 gallons, of which 536,320 gal- 
lons were plain and 1,055,510 gallons 
were stuffed. Exports to the United 
States in all of 1951 totaled 9,669,002 
gallons—372,240 gallons plain and 612,- 
018 gallons stuffed. 

A trade estimate places total exports 
of olives from Spain in the first 9 
months of 1952 at 74,052 hogsheads, 
equivalent to 11,848,400 gallons. 
Amounts taken by the United States 
represent about 92 percent of this total, 
a larger proportion than usual. It is 
probable that a more accurate computa- 
tion after the year’s end will show 
United States purchases to have been 
about 85 percent of the total, as in past 
years. 

The heavy olive shipments to the dol- 
lar area, while making a valuable con- 
tribution to Spain’s balance of pay- 
ments, are partly nullified by the de- 
cline in oil exports. Moreover, the poor 
olive crop is bound to have some de- 
pressive effect after the relative pros- 
perity which the 1951 good crop brought 
to Andalusia. 





Austria Uses More Fertilizer 


Austrian consumption of nitrogenous 
fertilizers in 1951-52 totaled 139,905 
metric tons, 28 percent more than in 
1950-51, when 110,645 tons were used, 
according to data compiled by the Aus- 
trian Institute for Economic Research. 

It had been estimated that because 
of high prices, consumption of these 
materials would be nearer to 100,000 
tons than the official goal of -154,000 
tons. However, an arrangement worked 
out by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the Mutual Security Agency is believed 
to have stimulated consumption. 

The use of potassi¢ fertilizers made 
substantial gains, whereas consumption 
of phosphatic materials increased only 
moderately. 
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Canada's Synthetic Yarn and Fiber 
Industry Shows Much Improvement 


The Canadian synthetic yarn and fiber industry recession came to 
a turning point in June 1952. Demand for acetate had been improving 
slowly since April, but the real upsurge for both acetate and rayon came 
in midsummer, and by August producers were hard pressed. to keep pace - 


with requirements. 


One producing company which-had substantial inventories of ace- 


tate yarns in August is now selling from 
current output. Another, which overre- 
duced its stocks during the recession, 
has had to allocate some of its yarns 
and is using imports from England to 
help meet the demand for staple fiber. 
The increased usage of rayon staple 
fiber has been in mixed goods rather 
than dress fabrics. 


There is still a buyer’s market for 
textile filament yarn. The dress trade 
is expected to improve, however, for 
two reasons: First, it is felt that the 
firming of the textile market in the 
United States will tend to reduce ship- 
ments from that country. Second, accu- 
mulated textile stocks have been re- 
duced. 


One company is now producing close 
to its capacity of 11.5 million pounds of 
textile filament yarn, 16 million pounds 
of staple fiber, and 12.5 million pounds 
of high-tenacity yarn. Another com- 
pany, which had curtailed production 
by a third last winter and spring, hopes 
to end the year with an average output 
of 90 percent of normal. 


Yarn Output Estimated 
Comparative production figures for 


1951 and 1952, estimated in million 
pounds, are as_ follows: 
1952 1951 
Textile filament yarn 2.0.......ccccseeeee 23 30 
Viscose .............2m.... apevininedhisbesbiernienind oa 
Pig Ren heen ee Op Foe or ne 15 -- 
NE BIIGR * ocisiscnccciiabintaninaes 20 16 
AREER at aCe 16 oo 
SIE cin cunviccesbemecorageieotaetcmied 4 a 
pi es ee oe 12.5 10 


Courtaulds (Canada) by midsummer 
1953 hoped to have achieved its goal 
of 24 million pounds annually of staple 
fiber capacity and 22 million pounds of 
high tenacity; in the meantime it was 
converting some 3 million pounds of 
textile filament yarn capacity to high- 
tenacity yarn production. 

In the.acetate field, Canada’s one pro- 
ducer, Canadian Celanese, Ltd., has ca- 
pacity already comfortably in excess of 
current market requirements. Output is 
dependent largely upon a_ subsidiary 
plant, Canadian Chemicals and Cellu- 
lose, Ltd., in Edmonton, being built for 
the production of petrochemicals and 
acetate flake; in addition to the basic 
materials it will have an annual capac- 
ity of 10 million pounds of staple fiber 
and 5 million pounds of filament yarn. 
The shortage of stainless steel has de- 
layed completion of the new plant and 
scheduled production has been post- 





poned from the early spring of 1953 
to second quarter 1953. 


A temporary period of tight supply 
exists in dissolving pulp, primarily be- 
cause the textile industry cut back in- 
ventories too far. 


One producer reports that two of his 
dissolving pulp mills in the Province of 
Quebec have, since July been working 
to capacity 6 days a week, three 8-hour 
shifts a day, shipping out at the same 
rate they are producing, despite the fact 
that there have been no sales yet to 
the United Kingdom. 

Because of the decline in the United 
States textile industry, shipments of 
pulp to the United States were con- 
siderably curtailed during the first 7 
months of 1952. As a result of this cut, 
the supply for export to oversea markets 
is expected to be higher than previously 
estimated. 

One company has raised acetate prices 
by 2 to 4 cents a pound, following a 
similar pattern in the United States, 
but so far there has been no general 
upward revision of prices in keeping 
with improved market conditions. 

Yarn and Fiber Imports Vary 

Imports of rayon and acetate yarns 
into Canada declined sharply in the 
first 6 months of 1952. At the same 
time a slight increase was noted in im- 
ports of thrown yarns, apparently con- 


_ “sisting principally of colored or chrome- 


spun yarns not produced in Canada; 
these yarns came from the United 
States, Austria, and the Netherlands. 

So far as can be determined, much 
of the 18.7 million pounds of staple 
fiber imported into Canada in 1951 was 
still to be consumed in 1952. This stock, 
the textile recession, and an increase 
in domestic capacity combined to create 
a drastic drop in imports of staple fiber 
during the first 6 months of 1952. 

Imports of high tenacity exceeded by 
14 percent those of the like period of 
the past year. 

In the first 6 months of 1952, Canada 


. exported 1.5 million pounds of yarn and 


fiber, a little more than three times 
the amount exported in the first half of 
1951. Most of the shipments went to 
the United States. Some of them are 
reported to have been returned to Can- 
ada in the last 2 months, when scarci- 
ties of certain deniers appeared to 
threaten local weaving mills. 
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Swiss Chemical Trade 
Down; Output Lower 


Swiss chemical producers are con- 
cerned over unfavorable developments 
in two branches of the industry, which 
apparently began in the latter part of 
August 1952 and are only now being 
felt. Several dye companies have an- 
nounced that staffs would be cut, ow- 
ing to reduced demand for their prod- 
ucts. The pharmaceutical branch also 
is affected, but not so seriously. 

Trade sources attribute the unfavor- 
able situation to increased German com- 
petition and lack of patent protection. 
Although the dye industry is hopeful 
that the regression is temporary, some 
members of the trade believe that per- 
sonnel would not be cut if the situa- 
tion were considered likely to be short- 
lived. 

The postwar foreign trade pattern 
has shown substantial exports of dyes 
to about 35 foreign countries, but re- 
cently the industry has not prospered 
as it did in 1951. 

Exports of dyes in October 1952 were 
valued at 17,500,000 francs, compared 
with 21,400,000 in October 1951. The 
volume was larger, however, and this 
fact confirms statements from trade 
sources that the industry has had to 
reduce its prices to meet German com- 
petition. 

Exports in 35 dye classifications de- 
clined to 7,220 metric tons, valued at 
134,419,125 frances (1 Swiss franc— 
US$0.23) in the first 9 months of 1952 
from 11,267 tons (228,337,170 francs) 
in the corresponding period of 1951. 

Figures for industrial chemicals 
showed a drop of 3 percent. 

The principal reductions were in the 
coal-tar group (including products for 
which Germany and France are leading 
customers), items based on aluminum 
processes, certain lacquers and driers, 
and chrome yellows and greens, which 
went chiefly to France and Germany. 
Bases for printing inks also suffered 
heavily. Trade with Indonesia has 
slipped, but: exporters hope that ship- 
ments will pick up under a new trade 
agreement signed in November 1952. 





Honduras Has Bumper Rice Crop 


A large rice harvest is assured for 
Honduras in 1952. Weather and growing 
conditions have been excellent, the best 
in 5 years, and yield per acre is esti- 
mated at 2,000 pounds of rough rice. 

The total rice crop to be harvested 
is expected to reach 26,000,000 pounds 
of rough rice, which when milled will 
yield 13,000,000 pounds of clean rice. 

Local rice dealers are of the opinion 
that if some rice is not exported a 
large percentage of the 1952 crop will 
be lost because of spoilage. This loss 
would be a direct result of the lack 
of suitable grain storage facilities in 
Honduras. 
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Pareguay Combating 
Locust Plague 


Paraguay was invaded by. lo- 
custs from Argentina in October 
1952. They have not attacked crops 
severely, however, and appear to 
have passed through the principal 
agricultural area. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock has’ established an 
emergency committee to combat 
the plague; 500,000 guaranies (1 
guarani=US$0.0667, official rate) 
have been requested to carry out 
the program. 

A successful campaign will re- 
duce the crop damage which can 
be expected when the _ locusts 
enter the nymph stage of develop- 
ment. 











Iraqi Date Production Stable; 
Market Outlook Good 


A 1952-53 yield of 350,000 to 400,000 
metric tons of dates in Iraq has been 
predicted by an official of the Date 
Association, a quasi government organ- 
ization of date growers. 


Official sources placed the 1951-52 
crop at 350,000 tons. 


The marketing outlook for the 1952-53 
crop is reported to be favorable, the 
demand being especially good from 
India, Pakistan, and some of Iraq’s 
neighbor states. Western Germany has 
authorized the immediate purchase of 
Iraqi dates to a total value of about 
250,000 dinars (1 dinar—US$2.80). This 
order should add Germany to the list 
of principal buyers of Iraqi dates. 


Iraqi dates are classified in two cat- 
egories: Euphrates, grown in the 
Euphrates-Baghdad-Diala area in cen- 
tral Iraq; and Basra, grown in the 
southern part of Iraq near Basra. Basra 
dates, considered higher quality than 
Euphrates, are the type exported to 
the United States. 


During the September 1951 to August 
1952 season, 257,727 tons of dates were 
exported, of which over 60 percent were 
Euphrates varieties. India was the lead- 
ing purchaser taking 67,000 tons; Egypt 
ranked second, taking 38,500 tons; the 
United Kingdom took 24,000 tons; Pak- 
istan 23,000 tons; and the United States 
20,500 tons. The remainder went to a 
number of other countries. 


In addition, of the carry-over from the 
1950-51 crop, estimated at 4,000 tons, 
3,765 tons were exported early in the 
1951-52 season, and the rest were con- 
sumed domestically. 


No locally held stocks were carried 
over from the 1951-52 crop into the 
1952-53 season, which began in Sep- 
tember 1952. Some unconsumed stocks 
of Iraqi dates, however, were said to be 
held in the United Kingdom, one of the 
principal markets, 


lranian Dried Date 
Output Is Higher 


Production of dried dates from Iran’s 
1952 crop is forecast at about 139,000 
metric tons, an increase of around 12 
percent over the 1951 crop of 124,000 
tons. 

Domestic consumption of dates from 
the 1951 crop is estimated at 100,215 
tons. Owing to lack of processing facili- 
ties, no appreciable carryover is ex- 
pected from one crop year to the next. 

In the first 10 months of the market- 
ing year which ended August 22, 1952, 
Iran imported only about 15 tons of 
dried dates, almost entirely from Iraq. 


In the 1950-51 year, imports totaled ' 


122 tons—77 from Iraq and 45 from 
Oman. 


According to official statistics of the 
Iranian Customs Administration, Iran 
exported, in the first 10 months of the 
1951-52 marketing year, 23,098 metric 
tons of dried dates, compared with 
23,354 tons in the like period of the 
preceding year. Exports from the 1950 
crop for the entire 1950-51 marketing 
year came to 23,756 tons. 

Oman was the largest importer of 
Iranian dates in the first 10 months of 
the 1951-52 marketing year, taking 
10,169 tons, or about 44 percent of total 
exports. Kuweit was second, with 4,550 
tons, and India third, with 3,434 tons. 
The eight other purchasers were led by 
the United States, which imported 1,940 
tons. Pakistan took 1,152 tons and the 
U.S.S.R., 1,088 tons. 


Export prices of dried, pitted dates, 
f.o.b. Persian Gulf port of Khorram- 
shahr, at the end of October 1952 were: 
Best selected type, 6 cents (U. S. cur- 
rency) per pound; general average 
quality, 5 cents per pound. 

Prices in the Tehran wholesale mar- 
ket vary from around 3 rials per kilo- 
gram to 12 rials, depending on quality. 

The official rate of exchange is 32 
rials per United States dollar. The ex- 
port certificate rate for category I, 
which applies to dried fruits, is current- 
ly 86 rials per US$1, while the Ger- 
man clearing dollar is 74 rials. The 
open-market rate has been fluctuating 
between 86 and 88 rials per $1. 


German Fertilizer Output Up 
Production of all types of fertilizer in 
the German Federal Republic is ex- 
pected to increase in the fiscal years 
1952-53 and 1953-54, but the Federal 
Ministry of Economics has been re- 


luctant to make a forecast for 1953-54, 
except for nitrogen. 

Production capacity is considered suf- 
ficient to meet 1952-53 goals, but there 
may be some expansion by individual 
producers. The erection of entirely new 


plants is not expected in the immediate 
future, 
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Japan's Tea Output, Price 
Rise; Export Volume Falls 


The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry in Japan estimated 1952 tea 
production at 107,000,000 pounds, a gain 
of slightly over 10 percent, as against 
97,043,343 pounds in 1951. 

Japan exported 8,813,675 pounds of 
tea, valued at $3,052,207 in the first 6 
months of 1952, compared with 9,382,- 
642 pounds, valued at $2,858,479 in the 
corresponding period of 1951, The de- 
crease in export volume was influenced 
by high export prices and the general 
decline of exports in most commodities. 
At the present rate of export volume, it 
appears unlikely that the 1952 official 
estimate of 22,000,000 pounds will be 
reached. 


Despite exporters’ fears at the begin- 
ning of 1952, prospects for exports to 
North Africa were fairly good by the 
beginning of the marketing season. The 
fact that North African tea stocks were 
in short supply, and the lack of tea ex- 
ports from mainland China combined to 
bring about a demand. In addition, al- 
though nearly all of Taiwan’s produc- 
tion was to be made available for ex- 
port, it became evident that it would 
not fill the demand of the North Afri- 
can market. 


In the first 6 months of 1952 exports 
of tea from Japan to North Africa 
totaled 4,234,013 pounds, of which 3,569,- 
546 pounds went to Morocco and 664,- 
467 pounds to Algeria. In 1951 exports 
to North Africa amounted to 11,400,000 
pounds, of which 4,920,000 pounds went 
to Morocco and 6,480,000 pounds to 
Algeria. 

Japanese tea exports to the United 
States dropped slightly. In the first 
half of 1952 the United States secured 
1,102,485 pounds of tea, of which 1,045,- 
741 pounds were green tea, 54,400 
pounds black tea and 2,344 pounds other 
types. Exports in the first 6 months of 
1951 totaled 1,162,766 pounds, 


~ 


New Zealand's Dairy Sales 
Higher; Output at Record 


New Zealand may have larger 
amounts of butter and cheese for ex- 
port to non-United Kingdom markets in 
1952-53. 

Under contract arrangements with 
the United Kingdom, 12% percent and 
10 percent, respectively, of butter and 
cheese exportable surpluses may be sold 
to countries other than the United 
Kingdom, Availabilities to these coun- 
tries from 1952-53 production are ex- 
pected to total 19,000 tons of butter and 
9,500 tons of cheese, compared with an 
estimated 18,000 tons of butter and 
9,200 tons of cheese sent from the 1951- 
52 output. 

New Zealand’s total dairy production 
in the 1951-52 season ended June 30 
reached a new high level, and was the 
third successive record output. Whole 
milk amounted to 3,086 million gallons 
and butterfat (at pail), 506 million 
pounds. A further increase is expected 
in 1952-53. 

Butter production totaled 194 million 
pounds (including farm butter) but 
cheese output declined from 5 to 10 
percent, compared with the past 3 
years, to 95 million pounds. This decline 
was the result mainly of a shift from 
cheese to other milk products, particu- 
larly milk powders and casein. Produc- 
tion of casein is now expected to de- 
crease, however, because the market 
has broken. The outlook for milk 
powders is for a continued increase. 





Canadian Market Improved 


The Canadian market for chemicals 
is reported to have improved consider- 
ably since mid-summer, but the easier 
supply situation has probably resulted 
in slight cut-backs in production and 
removed some of the urgency from 
plans for expansion. Prices of chemicals 
are said to be firmer than in the first 
6 months of 1952, 





Production of plastics in the Ger- 
man Federal Republic increased 
from 22,000 metric tons in 1947 to 
168,000 tons in 1951 and is expected 
to reach approximately 200,000 tons 
in 1952. 

Considerable progress has been 
made in the export trade in plastics 
materials, which rose from DM29,- 
700,000 (DM1=US$0.238) in 1950 to 
DM108,000,000 in 1951. 

Lack of capital prevents the in- 
dustry from making the fullest use 
of research and development work, 
trade sources state. 





Plastics Production in German Federal 
Republic Increases Sharply in ‘52 


For the first time since World War 
II, the German plastics industry held 
a national exhibition in Duesseldorf 
in October 1952. Virtually every 
major producer and fabricator in 
Western Germany was represented. 

The principal objectives of the exhi- 
bition were to popularize the use of 
plastics in many fields and acquaint 
consumers and processors with more 
efficient use of these materials in 
their production programs. 

Large chemical companies which 
manufacture plastics materials were 
leading exhibitors. 
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British Coal Prices 
Reduced for Sweden 


Improvement in European coal pro- 
duction and demands of Swedish im- 
porters for lower prices have led British 
coal exporters to agree to make price 
reductions on shipments to Sweden, 
beginning January 1, 1953. Prices are 
expected to decrease from 10 to 20 shil- 
lings a ton depending upon the grade. 

British f. o. b. rates on large-dimen- 
sion steam coal will reportedly be low- 
ered to about 74.30 crowns ($14.34) a 
ton. This is slightly under the rate of 
74.90 crowns ($14.46) Sweden is now 
paying for similar grades of Polish coal 
following the substantial Polish price 
reductions effected in October of 1952, 

Since insurance and freight from 
Britain to Gothenburg, amounting to 
about 12 crowns ($2.30) a ton, is about 
equal to that from Gdynia to a Swedish 
Baltic Seaport, the landed price of 
British steam coal would compare fav- 
orably with that of the Polish coal. 

Despite higher cost of transatlantic 
freight, American steam coal of similar 
grade could still be purchased at lower 
cost if dollar currency were available, 
according to the press. The current 
American f. o. b. price quotations are 
said to be approximately 52 crowns 
($10) for large steam coal—equivalent 
to a c. i. f. price of about 82 crowns 
($15.80) mecca 86.30 ($16.66) 
for the corresponding grade of British 
coal—Emb., Stockholm. 





Chile's Progressive Canning 
Industry Serves Home Market 


Chile has 76 canning factories in op- 
eration and 41 of them are grouped in 
the Association of Manufacturers of 
Canned Foods (ASFACO). 


This trade association comprises 85 
percent of total production, as 25 of 
the canneries belonging to it each 
market more thay 20,000 cases a year. 
The membership of ASFACO includes 
21, fruit and vegetable canneries, 18 
fish canning plants, and 2 canners of 
meat products. 


The total capacity of all food canning 
plants in Chile is about 15,000 metric 
tons a year, 9,000 tons of fruit and 
vegetables and 6,000 tons of meat and 
fish products. 

The canning industry uses about 
6,000 tons of tinplate, which involves 
the preparation of more than 50,000,000 
cans a year. 

The f. o. b. factory Value of produc- 
tion exceeds 1,000,000,000 pesos annually. 

Consumption of canned food in Chile 
slightly exceeds 8 cans per capita a 
year, an advance from 1949, when per 
capita consumption was 7 cans. 

Chile does not export canned fruits 
or vegetables, but it sells abroad about, 
10 percent of the output of canned fish 
and shellfish, 
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CHEMICALS 


Canadian Sulfur Supply Down 


Although less than half the supple- 
mentary supply of sulfur which was to 
have been obtained in Canada from 
domestic sources will be forthcoming in 
1952, the Canadian Department of De- 
fense Production does not believe that 
any industry will have a serious short- 
age of this material. 

Domestic production was scheduled at 
20,000 to 25,000 tons of elemental sul- 
fur or sulfur dioxide. However, virtually 
no new output will be available in 1952 
from pyrite conversion, and production 
of liquid sulfur dioxide by Canadian 
Industries Ltd., at Coppercliff, is held 
up for lack of tank cars. 


The only new production is expected 
to come from western oilfields, about 
9,000 or 10,000 tons from Alberta. 


Canada Expands Industry 


Several new chemical projects have 
recently been announced in Canada. 


Tartan Chemicals, Ltd., Edmonton, 
will produce materials for the manu- 
facture of antifreeze, brake fluids, and 
solvents and cleaners. 


Another company plans construction 
of a $3,000,000 chlorine and caustic-soda 
plant near Edmonton. 

A firm in Montreal has concentrated 
many of its activities in one building 
and plans to add pharmaceuticals to 
its range of products. 


Colombia Produces Alcohol 


A new alcohol plant at Barranquilla, 
Colombia, placed its product on the 
domestic market in November 1952, It 
has a daily capacity of 12,000 liters. 

The equipment, manufactured in 
France, originally -was purchased by a 
Venezuelan concern, However, facilities 
in Venezuela were considered sufficient 
and the plant was purchased by the 
Colombian company. 

The new distillery* is said to be the 
most modern in the country and is ex- 
pected to meet the area’s requirements 
for commercial alcohol. 


Cuba Makes Blackstrap Alcohol 


Production of ethyl alcohol from 
blackstrap molasses in Cuba amounted 
to more than 136,000,000 liters in 1951, 
according to preliminary data from the 
Ministry of Finance and trade sources. 
Output in 1950 totaled 144,000,000 liters. 

Most of the alcohol produced and 
processed in both periods was used in 
domestic industries. Of 75 distilleries, 44 
were active in 1951. 

Exports of alcohol, including aguar- 
diente, increased to 32,245,355 liters in 
1951 from 10,431,320 in 1950. 


Egypt Can Expand Output 


Sulfur and phosphate rock are among 
raw materials in Egypt production of 
which can be considerably expanded, 
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according to the Mining and Petroleum 
Association. The granting of a large 
number of prospecting permits and min- 
ing leases for the first time since 1948 
is considered a step in this direction. 
Exports of phosphate rock in 1951 
totaled 500,000 metric tons, valued at 
£E1,500,000 (£El=US$2.87). 


FOODSTUFFS 
Costa Rica Makes Big Corn Sale 


The National Production Council of 
Costa Rica recently announced the sale 
of 6,000 metric tons of corn to the 
Portuguese Cereal Co., a transaction 
which it described as the largest single 
sale in the history of Costa Rican agri- 
cultural production. 

The Portuguese purchase disposes of 
most of the 6,993 tons of corn estimated 
to have been on hand on June 10, 1952. 
As an even better crop is forecast for 
1952-53, Costa Rica’s corn surplus in 
1953 may be 8,000 tons. 





Ecuador's Coffee Production Up 


Ecuador’s coffee crop for 1952-53, 
which was being harvested and proc- 
essed in November, is forecast at 385,- 
000 bags, of 60 kilograms each (1 
kilogram =2.2046 pounds). 

This total would represent a gain 
of about 37 percent over the estimated 
280,000 bags harvested in 1951-52. The 
1951-52 crop, however, was about 20 
percent below the harvest in the pre- 
ceding year. 


Although the United States continued 
during the 1951-52 marketing year to be 
Ecuador’s chief coffee outlet, taking 
nearly one-half of the total exports, 
demand from Europe has increased. 
Italy alone took one-third of total ex- 
ports in 1951-52. 


Toward the end of August 1952, Italy, 
France, Belgium, and the Netherlands 
were paying for Ecuadoran coffee in 
dollars, from sterling funds in London. 
Prior to that, Italy and France made 
their acquisitions in accordance with 
their trade and payments agreements 
with Ecuador. Currently the demand 
from European countries for the better 
grades is heavier than the Ecuadoran 
output can meet, 


NAVAL STORES 





Portugal's Output Decreases 


Preliminary production statistics in- 
dicate a drop in Portugal’s 1952 output 
of naval stores. 


Production of turpentine decreased 
to 3,513 metric tons in the first 8 
months of 1952 from 8,719 tons in the 
corresponding period of 1951. Totals for 
rosin were 13,827 tons and 33,590 tons, 
respectively. 


Exports of these products are running 


at less than 50 percent of the 1951 
rate, reflecting the tight market situa- 
tion. 


PAINTS AND PIGMENTS 
Canadian Paint Sales Higher 


Sales of paints, varnishes, and lac- 
quers by producers who normally ac- 
count for 96 percent of Canada’s output 
of these products totaled $81,210,730 
in the first 9 months of 1952, compared 
with $78,100,550 in the corresponding 
period of 1951. 

Sales in September 1952 were $8,331,- 
260 compared with $6,874,045 in Sep- 
tember 1951, the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics reports, 





Denmark's Production Drops 


The output of Denmark’s paint and 
lacquer industry is primarily for the 
home market, but considerable quanti- 
ties also are exported. 

Demand has been at high levels in 
the postwar period because of the 
shortage of these materials in World 
War II. It has now been satisfied, how- 
ever, and the strict economic policies 
introduced by the Government in 1951 
have slowed up the industry. 

Growing competition on world mar- 
kets also has affected domestic produc- 
tion of paints and varnishes. 


Denmark's Trade Extensive 


The United Kingdom, Federal Re- 
public of Germany, Switzerland, Bel- 
gium, and France are the principal 
suppliers of raw materials to the Danish 
paint industry. 

Finland, Sweden, Norway, Germany, 
and the Netherlands are the largest 
purchasers of finished and unfinished 
products. Finland and Sweden buy sub- 
stantial quantities of chalk, prepared 
paints, varnishes and lacquers, coal-tar 
colors and mineral pigments. The 
Netherlands and Germany import prin- 
cipally colors and prepared paints, 


TOBACCO 


Spain's Tobacco Stocks Rise 


Tobacco production in Spain in 1952 
is estimated at 23,000 metric tons as 
compared with 18,841 tons in 1951, 
states the Ministry of Agriculture, 


Imports of tobacco into Spain in the 
first 6 months of 1952 amounted to 
6,312 tons. Arrivals in the third quarter 
of 1952 from the Philippines and the 
Dominican Republic brought the import 
total up to nearly 20,000 tons, according 
to the Tabacalera, S. A., the Spanish 
tobacco monopoly in Madrid, 

The same source estimated that to- 
bacco imports for 1952 would total 
about 26,000 tons. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Hannover Schedules Industries 
Fair for Spring of Next Year 


The German Industries Fair, an international event, organized by 
the Deutsche Messe und Aussellungs-A. G., will be held, as_it was last 
year, in two sections, the Light Industries, March 1-5, 1953, and the 
Heavy Industries, April 26 to May 5, 1953. 

Participation in this fair is limited to manufacturers, and estab- 


lished firms of wholesalers or exporters, 
American firms are invited to partici- 
pate. Further information concerning 
this 1953 event will be published, when 
received, in a future issue of Foreign 
Commerce Weekly. 

The Light Industries Section, Febru- 
ary 27 to March 2, was viewed by more 
than 130,000 visitors, including over 
9,400 foreign visitors from 48 different 
countries. A total of 2,580 firms, almost 
twice as many as in 1951, had exhibits 
at the 1952 fair. This number was divid- 
ed between 1,362 German firms and 
1,218 foreign firms from 59 countries, 
and compares favorably with exhibits 
jn 1951 by 1,121 German firms and 361 
foreign firms from 21 countries. 

Italy led this year’s foreign exhibitors 
with 225 firms, followed by England 
with 164, and France with 115. The 
United States was represented by 42 
firms. Most of the German firms having 
exhibits came from North Rhine-Wes- 
phalia, 344; Bavaria, 247; Niedersach- 
sen, 229; Hamburg, 81; and Berlin, 49. 

Foreign firms exhibited mainly tex- 
tiles and clothing and the following 
goods, in the order of their importance: 
Stimulants, cosmetics, porcelain, cera- 
mics, smoking articles, fancy goods, 
leather goods, carpets, and applied art 
goods. Other items displayed at this 


fair were clocks, watches, household ° 


and kitchen utensils, foods, perfumes, 
writing paper, pens, pencils, wicker- 
work, perambulators, woodwork, brush- 
es, brooms, toys, sporting goods, and 
musical instruments. 

The Textile Sample Fair, “Hatexa” 
was, for the first time, a part of the 
Light Industries Fair. Textile and cloth- 
ing industries were well represented, 
their exhibits covering 27,000 square 
meters of space in three large halls. 

Foreign Trade Much Increased 

Firms in the clothing industry trans- 
acted ten times the amount of business 
they did at last year’s fair and foreign 
orders this year were three times those 
in 1951. However, the textile industry 
reportedly received less business than 
was expected. This decrease was at- 
tributed to the number of fairs held 
elsewhere in Germany, particularly the 
Textile Fair in Frankfurt. 

The exhibits-of more than 100 firms 
of the porcelain, glass, and ceramics 
industries was double the number in 
1949 and required three times as much 
Space as in that year. 

Sales in the porcelain and ceramics 
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industry were reported to be satisfac- 
tory; export orders for the glass in- 
dustry were much higher than in 1951. 


Jewelry and silverware exhibitors re- 
ported business transactions better than 
in 1951, export orders outweighing local 
orders. 


Although, in general, business did not 
come up to expectations there was no 
doubt about the progress and efficiency 
in the field of consumer goods exhibited 
and improvements in over-all quality, 
compared with that of last year. Prod- 
ucts offered showed a general decline in 
price and the supply exceeded the de- 
mand. ° 

The Heavy Industries Section, April 
27 to May 6 was viewed by more than 
800,000 persons, which included 15,000 
foreign buyers. Of the 2,636 exhibitors, 
152 were foreign firms. Among them 
were 38 from Switzerland, 30 from 
France, 23 from Austria, 13 from Great 
Britain, 12 from the United States, and 
10 from Italy. 

An unusual feature of this year’s fair 
was the attendance of organized dele- 
gations representing foreign industry 
and commerce. Countries having such 
representations were the United States, 
Brazil, the Union of South ‘Africa, Bel- 
gium, and the Scandinavian countries. 

Two groups of American industrial- 
ists, 30 representatives of Ohio firms 
and 50 ranking members of the Detroit 
Chamber of Commerce, expressed keen 
interest in the fair and did much to 
cement business relations and further 
German-American understanding and 
good will. 

Foreign interest and business trans- 
actions were concentrated mainly on the 
electrical industry and machine build- 
ing trade, which recorded good business 
transactions. 

The mechanical engineering industry 
reported little export business except in 
road building equipment and special 
handling gear. However, foreign buyers 
commented favorably on the quality of 
machinery exhibited and delivery peri- 
ods offered. Machine tools were exclud- 
ed from this fair and shown at the Sec- 
ond European Machine Tool Exhibition 
held at Hannover, September 14-23. 

Keen interest was indicated in the 


iron and steel industry’s display but. 


little business was reported. 

The German chemical industry came 
to Hannover as a body this year for 
the first time. Business in textile dyes 


and plastics exceeded expectations, par- 
ticularly, in the placing of orders by 
U. S. buyers. 


There were 815 exhibitors from the 
electrical industry, 90 of whom were 
from Berlin. Most of the export orders 
were for household electrical equipment 
and light fittings. 


Prices Important in Trade 


The general concensus among ex- 
hibitors indicated that they now face a 
buyers’ market in which competitive 
prices offer the only hope of maintain- 
ing export business at present levels. 
In general, prices offered by German 
firms were higher than those of foreign 
competitors, and although many firms 
could offer attractive delivery dates, 
import restrictions, particularly in Eu- 
ropean countries, made the conclusion 
of many contracts difficult. Contracts 
concluded at the fair were apparently 
based upon a genuine demand, rather 
than upon speculation. 

The fair was felt to be a great success 
for West German industry and the en- 
deavors to increase German exports. 
Considered of particular importance to 
German business was the establishment 
of contacts in the electrical business 
and machine building industries. 

Further information concerning this 
Fair may be obtained from Henri A. 
Abt, Director, German-American Trade 
Promotion Office, Empire State Build- 


ing, Suite 6921, 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 1, N. Y. 


Swiss Auto Show Will Be 
Held at Geneva in 1953 


The International Automobile, Motor- 
cycle, and Bicycle Exposition, well 
known throughout Europe, for the 
twenty-third time will be held in Gen- 
eva, Switzerland from March 5-15, 1953. 

Under the auspices of the Conseil 
Federal Suisse, the Exposition will be 
held at the Exposition Hall, Geneva. 
The exhibits will include passenger 
cars, trucks, tractors, motorcycles, bi- 
cycles, chassis, motors, various auto 
parts and accessories as well as a 
section on motor boats, outboard mo- 
tors, panel instruments and accessories. 


Further information may be obtained 
from the International Auto Exposition, 
1, Place du Lac, Geneva 1, Switzerland, 
or from the Legation of Switzerland, 


2900 Cathedral Avenue, Washington, 
D. C. 








TEA EXPORTS from Ceylon in the 
period April 1 to September 30, 1952, 
amounted to 177,971,000 pounds, Off 
this total the United Kingdom took 
69,043,000 pounds, Australia 24,425,000 
pounds, and the United States 18,066,- 
000 pounds. The remainder went to a 
number of other countries. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





West Germany Now 
Has Good Transport 


West German rail transportation, con- 
siderably curtailed or in some places 
even eliminated after the war, has been 
improved to such an extent that many 
excellent trains now connect with all 
Europe. 


International and interzonal modern 
trailer bus services maintain regular 
schedules between Berlin and the most 
important cities of Western Germany 
and connect with the principal cities of 
Europe. 


Trains offer first-, second-, and third- 
class coach, as well as sleeping accom- 
modations. Express trains usually carry 
diners and refreshment service either 
for the entire trip or for that part fall- 
ing within mealtime. 


Ten passenger trains—6 German ci- 
vilian anc 4 British, French, and U. S. 
military trains—connect West Berlin 
with Western Germany daily. Normally 
unofficial travelers may not use the 
military trains, as special Government 
orders are required, but U. S. business- 
men, as well as dependents of Govern- 
ment employees, through special ar- 
rangements are occasionally issued such 
orders, 


Many of the luxurious international 
bus lines employ modern trailer buses 
equipped with reclining seats and built- 
in rest rooms. They also include stew- 
ardess service and serve meals on the 
bus. 





Cargo Liner Launched at 
Belfast Shipping Yards 


The Belfast Shipping Yard of Harland 
and Wolff, Ltd., recently launched the 
5,770-gross ton M/V King Arthur, the 
last of three sister ships ordered by the 
King Line, Ltd. 

The vessel is designed on modern 
lines, with two complete steel decks, 
navigating bridge, and docking bridge 
decks. The hull is divided into eight 
watertight compartments by seven bulk- 
heads. A double bottom suitably divid- 
ed is fitted fore and aft and arranged 
for the carriage of fresh water, water 
ballast, oil fuel, and lubricating oil. 

The fore peak is arranged for water 
ballast and the after peak for: fresh 
water or water ballast. A deep tank for- 
ward of the machinery space is ar- 
ranged for oil fuel, water ballast, or 
general cargo. 

There are four main cargo holds, two 
forward and two aft of the machinery 
space, with corresponding ’tween decks. 

The cargo-handling equipment con- 
fists of one 50-ton, oné 25-ton, four 10- 
ton, and siX 5-ton tubular steel derricks, 
and also ten electric winches, two of 
which are fitted with auxiliary barrels 
for handling 50-ton loads. 


Charges Raised in 
Colombian Ports 


Commercial ships calling at Colombian 
ports will pay higher lighthouse and 
buoy charges beginning January 1. 

Provisions of the effective decree, 
No. 1883 of August 9, are as follows: 

@ All ships entering Colombian ports 
at any time day or night will pay a fee 
of 5 pesos for each lighthouse or lumi- 
nous buoy in port or in the approach 
to the port. 

@ All ships touching at Colombian 
ports with the exceptions here noted 
will pay for each ton of registry 10 cen- 
tavos for each radiophare in port, 5 
centavos a ton for each port beacon or 
lighthouse, and 2 centavos a ton for 
each coastal lighthouse passed enroute. 

@ Colombian ships engaged in cab- 
otage pay only one-half these charges. 

@ Ships making courtesy calls and 
warships of friendly nations are exempt 
from these charges. 

Decree No. 1883, published in the 
Diario Oficial of September 18, replaces 
two earlier decrees, No. 810 of 1922, er- 
roneously reported in decree No. 1883 
as having been issued in 1933, which in 
turn was a revision of No. 1887 of 1939. 





Bombay Transport Interests 
Oppose Nationalization 


Operators of commercial transporta- 
tion facilities in Bombay have demanded 
that the state goverment abandon the 
policy of nationalization of transport 
of cargo automotive vehicles. 


While assuring the operators con- 
cerned that steps toward nationalization 
would be taken with the least possible 
handicaps to them, the state govern- 
ment refused to postpone action for any 
specified period. 

The exchange of views came about in 
connection with the concession of a 
one-third reduction of the rates to be 
levied on commercial automotive trans- 
portation, as a result of the protest of 
private operators. It is expected, how- 
ever, that progress in nationalization 
will be advanced upon the arrival of a 
large number of truck chassis to be ob- 
tained from Canada under the Colombo 
Plan, 





Port Aden Raises Charges 


The Aden Shipping Conference, Ara- 
bia, has announced that owing to in- 
creased labor costs it had been found 
necessary to increase port charges. 

Landing, shipping, sorting, and re- 
moval charges as quoted in Landing and 
Shipping Charges Tariff were to be 
increased by 22 percent on November 15. 


Greek Rail Deficit 
To Be Met by Taxes 


The State-owned railroads of Greece 
operated with an $80,000,000 deficit dur- 
ing the year 1951-52. 

This deficit is to be made up during 
the current year by a special tax on 
motor transport. The nature of the tax 
has not yet been determined. 


A recent study by the Mutual Secur- 
ity Agency indicates that if other Greek 
Government agencies were to carry~in 
their own budgets their share of the 
railroads’ cost by paying normal fares, 
the railroads’ operating deficit could be 
reduced to a negligible amount. Thus, 
the railroads’ deficit is in large part a 
bookkeeping operation. 

Replacement of rolling stock and 
tracks is now being undertaken by the 
Greek Government out of its own funds, 
as MSA funds are no longer available 
for these projects. The several projects 
are about 80 to 85 percent complete and 
should be finished during the fiscal 
year.—Emb., Athens. 


TACA Signs Mail Transport 
Contract With Nicaragua 


The Government of Nicaragua has 
signed a new contract with TACA In- 
ternational Airlines, S.A., for the trans- 
port of air mail between Managua and 
eight other cities, 


The table of charges for first-class 
mail and for parcel post and other ob- 
jects to be paid the company by Nic- 
aragua, in U. S. dollars per kilogram, 
are as follows: 


From Managua to San Jose, first- 
class mail, 0.68; parcel post and other 
objects, 0.25; San Salvador, 0.68, 0.25; 
Tegucigalpa, 0.68, 0.25; Guatemala City, 
1.00, 0.30; Mexico City, 2.50, 0.81; New 
Orleans, 4.00, 1.14; Panama City, 1.30, 
0.41; Belize, 1.00, 0.30. 


All other articles of the contract are 
routine, 








British European Airways 
Orders Two Helicopters 


British European Airways is re- 
ported to have placed an order with the 
Bristol Aeroplane Company for two 
Bristol Type 171 Mark IIIA single-rotor 
helicopters, 

The helicopters are to be delivered in 
June 1953, and will be used for passen- 
ger services between London and Bir- 
mingham, which BEA reportedly plans 
to resume next summer. 

Each of the helicopters can accom- 
modate four passengers. 





BISMUTH was produced in Spain in 
quantity in 1950 and 1951. None was 
exported. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
































New Ferry To Serve 
Nova Scotia-Maine 


A new automobile and passenger ferry 
vessel will inaugurate a service between 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, and Bar Har- 
bor, Maire, at the beginning of the 1954 
summer season, the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Transport recently announced 
in Ottawa. 

The announcement was made follow- 
ing the award of a contract to Davie 
Shipbuilding and Repairing Co., Ltd., 
Lauzon, Quebec, for construction of the 
ship at a cost of C$3,926,000. The con- 
tract ‘specifies delivery within 18 
months. 

The new vessel will have an over-all 
length of 345 feet 10 inches and a sur- 
face speed of 18*% knots. It is designed 
for one round trip a day over the 100- 
mile route, each trip to take approxi- 
mately 6% hours. The ship can accom- 
modate 600 passengers and 300 auto- 
mobiles. 

Special provision has been made to 
accommodate refrigeration trucks that 
ean carry fish and agricultural produce 
by this short route to the U. S. market. 

The vessel is to be owned jointly by 
the Canadian Department of Transport 
and the Nova Scotia Government. It 
will be operated for the owners by Ca- 
nadian National Steamships, 


BEA's Low London-Scotland 
Fares Challenge Railways 


The inexpensive fares on the London- 
Glasgow and London-Edinburgh routes 
of British European Airways introduced 
a short time ago are proving highly 
successful and reportedly are offering 
a serious challenge to British railways. 

A total of 1,614 passengers was 
carried the first week the fares were 
in effect, an increase of 150 percent 
over the corresponding week of last 
year. In the second week passengers 
numbered 1,692. 

Until these fares were introduced, air 
fares to Scotland had never been a chal- 
lenge to the railways. Travelers re- 
cently reported that the Royal Scot, a 
Scotland to London express train, left 
Glasgow on some days with fewer than 
50 passengers. 





Radiotelephone Now Links 
Arabia and North America 


Radiotelephone service was extended 
on November 15 from Aden, Arabia, to 
the United States, Canada, Cuba, and 
Mexico. 

The service is available only between 
5 p.m. and 6 p.m. Aden time, and not at 
all on Sundays or public holidays. 

Charges are as follows: For first 
3 minutes or part thereof, 75 East Afri- 
can shillings; each additional mihute or 
part thereof, 25; report charge, 4. 

(At official rate, 7.05 E.A.sh.=US$1.) 


December 29, 1952 





Philadelphia Included 
In Dominican Service 


The Royal Dutch Steamship 
Line has announced that Philadel- 
phia will be included on every 
other voyage, or every 2 weeks, in 
its regular service between New 
York and Ciudad Trujillo. 


The ships on this route are 
freighters carrying general cargo, 
but they have two double cabins 
available for passengers. This 
space is frequently sold for the 
trip from Ciudad Trujillo north- 
bound but is not much in demand 
on the return trip because of lay- 
overs en route. 

Puerto Plata is the only port of 
call after leaving Ciudad Trujillo, 
but on the return trip after leav- 
ing New York the ships usually 
stop at one or more Caribbean. 


ports for discharging and loading 
cargo, 











India Considering Barrage 
For Ganga R. at Farakka 


India’s Planning Commission is under- 
stood to have agreed to consider the 
West Bengal Government’s suggestions 
for inclusion in India’s final 5-year plan 


of a project for construction of a bar- 
rage over the Ganga River at Farakka, 
Murshidabad district. 

The barrage would cost an estimated 
360 to 400 million rupees and require 
8 years for completion (1 rupee=21 
U. S cents). 

The West Bengal Government has 
also suggested that, pending scrutiny 
by the expert committee, part of the 
funds might be provided for in the 
present plan so that the work might 
be started immediately. 





Nicaragua Signs Airmail 
Contract with LA NICA 


A new air mail contract has been 
instituted between Lineas Aereas de 
Nicaragua, S. A. (LA NICA) and the 
Nicaraguan Government, 

The contract calls for air mail service 
daily between Managua, Bluefields, 
Puerto Cabezas, Bonanza, Siuna, Was- 
pan y Bilwaskarma; service three times 
a week between Managua and Alami- 
camba; service twice a week between 
Managua and La Libertad during the 
rainy season only; and flights between 
Managua and El Gallo only when there 
is cargo. 


For this service the Government will 


pay 2,850 cordobas a month. The con- 
tract, valid for 2 years dating from 


November 16, may be rescinded by 


either party on 30 days’ notice, 
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BOAC Discontinues 


Services to lran 


British Overseas Airways Corpora- 
tion discontinued its flights to Tehran, 
Iran, on October 29. The airline’s office 
in Tehran was also closed. 


BOAC’s office premises in Tehran 
are now being occupied by Iraqi Air- 
ways. Though the latter airline has not 
increased its scheduled flights to 
Tehran, which are one a week, it has 
informed various local travel agencies 
that direct connections can be made 
in Baghdad for all world points, 

International flights to and from 
Tehran are now as follows: Iraqi Air- 
ways, once a week to Baghdad; Misrair, 
twice a week to Baghdad, Damascus, 
and Cairo; KLM, twice a week to Istan- 
bul and Europe; Air France, twice a 
week to Beirut and Europe; SAS, twice 
a week to Beirut or Damascus, alter- 
nately, and Europe; Iranian Airways, 
once a week to Karachi and Bombay. 





Ethiopian Air Lines Opens 
Branch Office in Aden 


Ethiopian Air Lines opened its own 
passenger and freight office in Aden, 
Arabia, on November 1. The company 
formerly was represented in Aden by a 
local firm, Immediate Transport Com- 
pany. 

The new office is in charge of an 
American manager. 





Business in Thailand 


(Continued from Page 5) 


costs. Lac exports, except for some 
small seedlac shipments, ceased. Thai 
specialty items, including niello silver 
articles and silk, maintained or bettered 
their positions. 

High inventories have not measurably 
reduced the volume of total imports. 
Breakdowns are not available for the 
third quarter, but well-informed sources 
indicate that staples have been imported 
at steady levels; heavy machinery and 
capital-type imports count for a larger 
part of the total while luxury and semi- 
luxury items are reduced. | 

Textile merchants see a _ tendency 
toward greater demand for better- 
quality British and a few Indian prod- 
ucts, together with a slackening of de- 
mand for lower-cost Japanese textiles. 


Railway Improvements Under Way 

Continued improvement ef the Thai 
railways is planned and under way. The 
trade plan of the trade agreement with 
Japan provides for imports of Japanese 
steel rails valued at $1,200,000 and ma- 
chinery and parts valued at $9,000,000, 

Most of the machinery and parts are 
expected to be in the form of rolling 
stock and miscellaneous equipment for 
the railway organization, and a large 
portion is already on order. — Emb., 
Bangkok. 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Licensing Distinctions Removed 
On Agricultural Sulfur Quota 


A revision in the fourth-quarter 1952 export quota for agricul- 
tural sulfur to eliminate the distinction between conditioned sulfur and 
sulfur formulations for licensing purposes has been announced by the 


Office of International Trade. 


The fourth-quarter quota for these two products was established 


at 6,500,000 pounds of conditioned or 
wettable sulfur and sulfur paste, and 
46,000,000 pounds of sulfur formula- 
tions. This quota was based on product 
weight. The amended quota, which is 
24,445,000 pounds, is based on sulfur 
content, which averages 93 percent for 
conditioned sulfur and 40 percent for 
sulfur formulations. 

OIT noted that revision of the quota 


did not change the total quantity of sul- 
fur to be licensed. No additional re- 
quirement was placed on the export 
trade, as exporters were already re- 
quired to specify the chemical composi- 
tion of the commodity being licensed for 
export. 

The action in revising the quota was 
taken on the basis of a change in the 
trade demand for the two products, 
which are used agriculturally in pesti- 
cides and soil condifioners. A total of 
7,201,000 pounds of sulfur in these two 
forms had been licensed up to Decem- 
ber 17, leaving a balance of 17,244,000 
pounds to be licensed. No applications 
were pending for sulfur formulations. 
For conditioned sulfur, on the other 
hand, there were applications pending 
for 14,231,000 pounds. 

Major reasons‘for the preference for 
conditioned sulfur include the shortage 
of dollar exchange and the desire of 
certain foreign countries to foster the 
development of a local formulating in- 
dustry. Foreign countries are finding 
it both advantageous and necessary to 





limit the use of their dollar exchange 
to the purchase of basic raw materials 
rather than the higher-priced completed 
formulations. 


Hide Exporter Under 
30-Day Suspension 


The Sklut Hide and Fur Co. of Wil- 
mington, Del., and its treasurer, Morton 
Sklut, have been denied all export 
license privileges for 30 days because 
of export-control violations in connec- 
tion with the proposed shipment of 
kipskins to Japan. 

In ordering the comparatively short 
suspension period OIT took into con- 
sideration a number of extenuating cir- 
cumstances, including the fact that the 
firm does not regularly engage in export 
and its officers therefore had little ex- 
perience with export-control regulations. 
Also, only one license application and 
a relatively small amount of money 
were involved and no shipment against 
the license was actually made. 

On January 8, 1951, the Sklut firm 
applied for a license to export 1,385 kip- 
skins valued at $19,950 to a purchaser 
in Japan, although it did not have an 
order for the kipskins, as required by 
OIT regulations. 

It was brought out that a New York 
exporter, realizing that his prospective 
share of the hide export quota would 
be too small to fill the orders he held 
from Japanese firms, arranged with 








Tariff Commission 
Hearings Scheduled 


The following public hearings have 
been scheduled by the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission in connection with investiga- 
tions it has instituted. All of these are 
being held under the “escape clause” 
(Section 7) of the Trade Agreements 
Extension Act of 1951. 

Hard fiber cords and twine—Febru- 
ary 3, 1953. 

Screen-printed silk scarves — Febru- 
ary 24. 

Hard-blown glassware—March 2. 

Cotton carding machinery—March 9, 

Rosaries—May 4. 

Watch bracelets and parts—May 11. 


Persons desiring to be heard in con- 
nection with the applications for modifi- 
cation of the trade agreement conces- 
sions on any of the above products, on 
the ground of injury from increased im- 
ports, are requested to notify the Secre- 
tary or the Commission in writing in 
advance of the hearing date. Hearings 
are held in the Tariff Commission Build- 
ing, 8th and E Streets, N.W., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 





Sklut and four other U. S. hide and 
leather firms to evade the quota by 
applying for licenses under the various 
firms’ names. The Sklut firm acted, 
however, under the assumption that it, 
rather than the exporter, would ac- 
tually export the kipskins. 

The firm and its. treasurer admitted 
the charges in consenting to the suspen- 
sion order, which will expire January 
7, eo. 

OIT action against the three other 
companies which acted with the New 
York exporter is still pending. A fifth 
firm and one of its former officers pre- 
viously were denied export privileges 
for a limited period. 
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